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CANT. 4. 9

Thes baft racvifbed my beart, my Sifter, my Spoufe: Thou
haft ravifhedmy beart with one of thine eyes; with one
chain about thy neck,

) Text, which after wee have been fome while

,:"‘ ’ '-,-" / _in Heaven, wee fhall bee able to underﬁmd._
YT »@  Cerainly none can fpeak fully to this Text,
"1,-‘. 7 9% but they who have the full injoyments of this
"g/y ol , \?’ Love.

But things that are not poffible to bee ex-

Gl S refled, are not totally to bee omitted; and
herefore wee will lanch into the main Ocean,  And when wee
re not able to apprehend thislove, let us caft our felvesin, and
2titcomprehend us.

Some things in the General wee premife.-

1. Forthe Author, or Penmany it was Solomon infpired by the
pirit of God,

2. For the Title of the Book; it is called T be 3ong of Songs; or,
moft excellent Song. So it is called for the excellency; and fub-
mity.  The doubling of the words declare cheexcellency. As
‘hen the Scripture {peaks of bafe things; by doubling the words
1ey are more debafed; as ic was faid of Cham, Gen, 9. 25, A [er-
ant of fervants [hall hecbee: thavis, awile flave. So when it fpeak";
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The Loves of Chrift

of good things by doubling the words, it declares the excellency
of the thing, Dent. 10,17, The Lord your Ged, is God of Gods, and
Lord of Lords,  Thus much for the Title.
3. Asconcerning the Matter; thereis difference among Incer-
preters. :

r

i

1. dben-Exra a Jewith Rabbin thinks it to bee an Hiftory of the ;

Clnugch of God from Abraham to Chrifl.

2. Another thinks itte bee an Hyftory of the Church from
chriff; 10 the freedome of the Churchby Cenffantine, a ‘Reman
Emperour, wholived in the beginning of the fourth Century,

3. Another makes it contain a prophetical Hyftory of the con-
dition of the Church from David to the end of the World, And
divides the book into chefe two pares. The Church

1. Under the Law, ’
2. Under the Gofpcl,
1. 'The Church under the Law, from Dawid to the death ot

L hrift, which is continued from the beginning of che Book, toghe
5 ) _ 3

fixth verle of the fourth Chapter,

. 1. Asitwas from David to the Captivity, awhich faith hee,is -
¥

contained in the firft Chapter, and the two firlt verfes of the fe-
cond Chapter.

a2, Asitwasin the Captivity, from the fecond verfe of the fe-
cond Chapter, to the fiftcerth verfe of the fecond Chaprer.

3. As it was after the Captivity, till the deathof Chrifty the "

abrogation of the Church-under the Law; which continues
from thefifieenth verfe of the fecond Chaprer, to the fixch verfe
of the fourch Chaprer.

2. And from that, to the end of the Book is contained an Hyfto-
ry of the Church Evangelical, till ¢hriffs fecond comming. Of this
mind is Brightman. ' _ _

But to leave this, wee think (and wich us goes the ftream of
Orthodox Interpreters) that the fubjeét mateer of this Boolcis a
Parabolical Hyftory of the mucual loves betwixt Chriff, and his
Church, fet down under the perfons of the Bridegroom, and his
Bride. And thus muchof the Book in general. Wee will now
draw neerer to our Text,

In the former Chapter we read, how the Church,the Spoufe of
Chrift dothdeclare her exceeding love to (hriff, and her highap-
pretiations of him, with her carneft defire to injoy him, whom her
foul faw fo precious,and that Chrift might difcover to her, how
Xindly hee took her affe¢tion,

Inthis Chapter hee doth again enterinto a fingular commen-
dation of the excellency of the Church, declaring alfo his upfeig-
ned love to her.

The whole Chapter contains thefe parts,

1, A fingular commendation of the Church by Chrift; which
is fec down allegorically from the firft verfe ro the fifeh, and from
the tenth to the fourteenth verfe, 2. A
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2. A gracious profeffion of Chrifts love to his Church, from
the fifth verfe co the tenth,

3. The Churches reply, with Chrifls anfiver again to her, verf.
15, 16,17,

In the Churches reply; 1. A commendation of her head and
Iusband, verf. 15. 2. Anearncft defire, of further communi-
cation of his Spiric, and communion with himfelf, verf. 16,

In Chraffs anfwer there is contained a Promife of his gracious ac-
zepeation of fuch fruits as the Church fhall  yeeld him, verf. 17.

This verle which I have read to you is a branch of the {econd
pare, ( fesl. ) The graciows profeffion of Chrift his love to his Church,
st which, if T read no more than this verfe, wee fee enough fet
fownto aftonifh and amaze us all. o

Thoy haft ravifbed my Heart, my Sifler, my Spoufe.  Quid mi-
um, [i regnum celorym wim patitnr, @c! What wonder if the
Cingdome of Heaven fuffer violence, when the King of Heaven
imlelf fuffers violence ! - :

Chrift doth here (peak in the manner of 2 Lover, whofe heare is
xceedingly ravifhed, and taken with the beautjes, vertues, and
waces ot his Spoufe, : |

Give mee leave to'explain the words, and wee come to Doétrin,

X. Thou haft ravifhed.] Whatis meant by that¢ The expref-
lionis greac, that the God of Heaven fhould beefo taken, even
o ravifhment with his Church and people, And yet let mee tell
'ou, the word fpeaks more than any expreffion can utter, !

The word isin the Hebrew, »3023% of which thefe interpreca-

' e 1. - . [

ions, i ,

1. Aben-Ezra wanflaes, rapuifti animam meam: Thou haft
aken{ away, thou haft folne away my Hearr, my Sifter, my
ypoulie, . '
pz. Rab. Sol. Traxifti animam meam ad te: Thou haft drawn
ny heart to thee, s oo

3+ Talmudici prifei. Copulafli cor mewm cum tuo : Thou haft coup-
ed my heart to thee; thou haft One-ed my heart: asifhee (hould
ay, thou haft fo joyned mee, as thou and I have buc.Qne
eart. : W :

4. Another, Vulnerafli cor meuns: Thou haft wounded my
deart, my Sifter, my Spoufe. - Fonile

5. The feventy, They exaediooas, Bxcordiafli, Eripuifti cor
newm: Thow haft unhearted mee; thou haft taken my heayt fiom
nee. And bere our Tranflatoss, Thay beff ravifhed my Heart.
Allwhich laid together, they are mighty expreffions, festing
lown, to wonder and amazement, the exceeding love of Cérift to
he Church, ) ji T
; Thow haft ravifhed, wounded, folne away, drawn wy.  heart 1o
JE€s i Y
' 2. My

__#
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2. My Stfler, my Sponfe.] Wee w‘.Hjo?-n them both rogether:
both are fpoken of the fame perfon, the Church of God, which
Chrift calls, PI3 ANN:

1. Sifier, Becaule fheeis the Daugheer of his Facher in Hea-
ven, and fellow-heir of Glory with Chriff.

- Spariﬁ-, Becaufe { hriff had married himfelf unto her,

3. Withone of thinc eyes: with one chan of thy neck.] Not to
poftil on them,

1. Withone of thine cyes, with one chain,s. e. with thy Graces,
thy Wildome, and Knowledge, thy Faith, and other Graces: As
if hee had faidy 7 need not to behold both thine eyes: the beauty of
one of them is fo great, it tukes my heart.  And 7 weed nor to be-
hold all thine Ornaments: evenone chain alone hath taken my
hearr, and drawn my heart to thee,  Chrift hath an high account
of the leaft of his peoples Graces.

Thus having explained the words, wee come to the conclu-
fions, Thou b}:ﬂ ravifhed my heart.]

V. That the Heart of Jefus Chrift s exceedingly takens with his
Church and people. Thou baft ravifhed.

2. Thatwhich doth fo indear the, Heart of Chrft to them; tha
wac}b takes the Heart of Chriit, is the beanties and graces of hi
rople.

g. The leaft Grace of his Chyreh,doth greatly take the Heart of
Chrift, Onc Lye, one Chain.

Wee think hee cannot love us, wee are foweakin Grace: bur
itis his own, though never foweak, and hee can love; wee wil
fall upon the firft of thefe.

That the Heart of fe[ns Chrifl 1s excecdingly taken with his Church
and Pegple. Inthe profecutionof this wee will thew,

1. What is meant by his Heart being taken,

2, Wee will thew:that Chrifts Heartis thus taken.

3. Wee will fhew upon what grounds his Heart is fo much «-
ken with his Church, and fo come to apply.

For the firft; What is meant by his Heart being taken?

" And here I muft tell you in the entrance, that wee cannot fuffi-
ciently exprefsit. It is oneof the higheft expreffions in the Book
of God towards his Church, that the Heart of Fefus Chrift fhould
bee taken with his Charch,

An expreflion, which if wee but let lye upon our fpirit, the
weight thereof would fink us; fhall T fay, hee doth dearly and en-
ticely love us; nothing is too much to do, nothing is too great to
fuffer, nothing too much to give to us, hee doth excgedingly love
us,

Shall I fuy, his heart doth exceedingly delight in us, his foul
doth exceedingly rejoyce over us, aboveall the World.

Shall T fay, wee are exceeding precious in his eyes, wee are
choice
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choice inthisefteem,?fa.43.3,4.fuch as he will give the World for,
fuch as hee will give him(elt for,if hee can bae gain us, hee efteems
hee hath riches enough, and reward-enough for ir,

Shall Ifayyhis defwes.are towards us, hee ina marner defires no
more than us; {ball I fay hee:thinks:himfelf happy inthe injoy-
ment ofws, weeare reward enough for all his pains, and all .his
Jabour, .

Why all chis and more the Scripture faith, and all this is yet
fhore of this expreffion, his Heart is taken with us. ;

This,the nexr parcicular will give us furcher dnfight into, -

2. Thasthe Henrt of Fefus Chrift ds exceedingly taken, I may de-
monftrate to you by diverfe arguments. _ '

That which the thoughts. are taken up withall, ‘that the heare
muft needs bee taken withall, -

This is plawn, you know a-man wil bufie his thoughts about thac
which hee cares for : wouldeft thou know whar thou lovafty fee
whar thy thoughts are upon. As ifhee had faid, there can bée no
better character o difcover what your hearts tre sakien withall,
than to examine what your thoughts are moft taken up withall;
for what the thoughts are raken ug withall, t¢he heart is taken
withall.  Now the thoughts of Chrift are exceedingly taken up
with his Church and people. Wee are ever upen his thoughts.

There hath notbeen amoment from all etérnity wherein wee
have been out of the thonghts of Chrift. : W g

Before the World was; wee weré on his thonghts, hee though
onus to everlatting life, loved us with everlating love,:

After wee had loft our felves, wee were thea on his thoughes,
when hee interpofed himfelf between God and ass; to flay. his
wrath from us. L - : Tk, v o

Before wee came into the World wee were on his thoughts, wit-
nefsall the Scriprure, inwhich ave fuch expre@lions of his heast to
us. After hee came into the World, you {ee web were the whole
of his thoughts, wee lay ever upon his heart; you {ee by his doings,
{ufferings,. prayer for us. Read the 14,15, 16, 17.-of Fobw, See
how his thoughts were taken up withus, when: hee was to leave
us, what love hee thewed, what care hee exprefled to us, whar
earneft prayers hee put up to God for us; read Fob, 17, 9. to the
end of the chapter. Yea and what provifion hee made for us, hee
would not leave us comfortlefs, but fend his Spirit to comfort us,
10 guide us. ' .

And now hee is in Heaven, are not his thoughts on us ¢ did'hee
not tell us hee went to prepare a place forus, hee wene to do our
work, to intercede for us, to plead for ws,

The Church of Chrift is never a moment off from the thoughts
of Chrift, 7/s. 49.15, 16, And therefore his Heart is excectingly
taken with bis Church. '

That which a man dothaffectionately and indearedly Iove,tﬁat: the
. €are

Y

Vis nofle quod
ames, attende
uad cogites.

o
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heart is much tiken withall, bee it Husband, bee it Wite, Child,
the World, whatever.

Now Chrift doth exceedinglylove his Church, weeare faid to
bee the dearly beloved of his foul, Fer. 12. 7. and read here,
hee loves us beyond all expreffions, fo Gad loved the World, Joh,
3.16. (o Chriﬁ'r hee loves us beyond all conceprions, Ephef. 3. 19,
itis a love which pafleth knowledge,

In che former verfe the Apoftle went about to mealure this
love, height, depth, breadth, length, :

But hee found his line too fhort, his meafure would not reach,
therefore hee concludes it a love beyond all knowledge.

A man may exprefls much love, but hee may conceive of more
than hee can exprefs.  Why this love of Cluift is above all wee
can conceive, above knowledge.  Itis an-infinite love. Icis, 1
fay, aninfinite love, which is more than it T thould lay all the bow-
elsin the Creature together, &c.

A greater love chanall. Witme(s whac is done, fuffered, and
yetloveaboveall. And therefore Chrifts Heart s exceedingly sa-

- ken with his Church and People, : .

That which a man doth glad his heart with, and which hee re-
joycesover, hee muft needs bee taken vith.

“A manwill nocrejoyce over the injoymernic of thac hee loves
not. The:rich :Fool rejoyced over his full Barns, but it was
becaufe his heare was taken with his -pofleflions.

Joy is a fruic of the hearts being taken with any thing; you. re-
joycein your riches, Husbands, &c. in the pofleffion of what
ever your heart loves. Now the Heart of Jefus Chrift doth ex-
ceedingly rejoyce over his Chuich and People; they are his b
donation, Go! gave them to himy they are his by purchale, hee

‘laid down his life for them; if wee lay down ourlite to compals
a thing fure weerejoyce in it, ' :
" Weeare his Riches, wee his Treafure, his dmmics, Rubama’s,
.and Hephzibah's, his precious ones, his People, his Spoule; and
therefore hee muft needs rejoyce over us, Ifa. 62. 4, 5. Thou fhalt
bee called Heph-zibah, for the Lord delighteth in thee: yea as the
Bridegroom rejoyceth over the Bride, fo fhall thy God rejoyce o-
ver thee, Zeph. 3. 17. The Lord will rejoyce over thee with Foy, hee
will yeft in his love, hee will joy over thee with fingéng. And chere-
fore fecing Chrift doth rejoyce. Erge is the Heart of Fefus Chrift
exceedingly taken, dre. Lot

“Thac which a man doth delight to converfe withall, char his
heart is taken withall. ’ : | : ;

Now Chrift doth .delight exceedingly to converfe with his
Saints, heé lavas to fpeak o them, and hee loves to hear them
fpeak.tohim, Cant. 2. 14. 0hwy Dove, let mee fee thy coumtenance,
Let mce hear thy woice, for thy countenance is cumely, and thy woice i
fircet. ' When'the Difciples are talking of him, Clwift joyns hirmlé

3
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feli to them. Ergoss the Heart of Chrift much takes,

When the 1wo were going to Emmasns, Luk, 24. 15. Chrift
comes and joynes with them, delights in cheir talk, <wal. 3, 16.
when Gods people were gathered together, the Lord hearkened and
beard.

5. That which a man thinks nothing to dear for, nothing too
much to give tor, to do for, or {uffer for, that the heart muft
needs bee taken withall,

But thus it was wich Chrift to his Church,

1. Hee fuffered inhis Body, thole fpictings, buffetings, fcous-
gings, &, tharwas dear to him, which hee gave his heart bloud
tor,
2. Hee fuffered in his foul cven the wrath of God for her,

3. Hee emptied himfelf of his own glory, took upon bim the
form ot a fervane, wich a1l our infirmiries; penal, not eulpable, as it
is Lud of F.aeob, hee counted all his labours bue licele  for Rackel,
becaule hee loved her, Gen, 29, 20.

6. That which a mans foul is fatisfied and contented wichallin the
injoyment of it, that a mans heart is taken withall, -

It a muns heare were not taken with the love of a thing, hee
would never think himfelf happy, never bee contented and farif-
ficd with rhe injoymenc of it. Whereas on the conerary, where the
foul is filled with fatistaétion in the injoyment of it (what ever it
bue) the hearc is taken wichit.

Now you fhall fee that the Heart of Jefus Chrift is fully fatif~
fied and contented with the injoyment of his Church, though it
have coft him fo much pains, (o much fiveat and bioud, yetthe in-
joyment of it is reward enough to him, It is the reward which
God promited bim for his work, Pfal. 2. 8, Ask of mee, and 1 will
grve thee the Heathen, ¢e. here, merit of mee, lay downchy life,
and T will then give thee a Church, a People. And thae which doth
facishic, 2fa. 53 1x. Hee fball fee of the travel of his foul and bee [a-
ti<hied, heefhall fee the truit of hus (ufferings in the faving of fouls,
an:i il bee Geised with it, I fhall bee reward enough to bim
for all pains thac fouls are faved, Ifa, 2, xv. his reward is with
him, and his work before him, hee is the falvation of his people.

And thus is chat which fome think is ineant by the joy fet betore
hit, in Heb, x2. 2. Who for the joy that was fci before him, indured
the Cwﬁ, de [PJ ]:d 1he _ﬂmme.

Which Joy(faich an holy and learned Interpreter)is nothing elfe
but the frait of his fufferings, the redemption and falvation of his
Churchand People, according to thacin /fa. 53. 12, Therefore
will the Lord divide him a portion with the great, and hee [hall divide
:;;r fporlwith the ftrong, becanfe hee hath poured ont his foul nnto

cath.
And itis an Incerpretation may bee backed.
Well then, feeing whatever the heart of manrefts fatisfiedin the
(H) in+
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wnjoyment or, the heare 1 taken withal,

Aud that Chrift dothreft fausficd in the mjoyment of hig
Church and Peopley thongh it coft fo much to obtun it, Exg
needs muft it tollow  that the Heart of Fefus Chrift is r.\'rcedn{&}
f-l'l‘l_'H.

3 lat which 2 man is exceeding chary of, dear of, his hearc
mult needs bee taken with,thofe things which take our heares wee
are exceeding dear and chary of theni,

1tit bee the World, Husband, Wite, Child, a manis excee-
ding chary of them. Deal gently :_w'rfr the young man  Abfolom, 2
Sam. 15. 5. his hearr was taken with him,and hee was chary of him,

Now Chrift is exceeding chary over his Church: Oh! it is
dear to himy therefore hee gives charge to the Waorldy touch nor
one of thefe, you touch the apple of mine eye, offend not ouc of
thefe lictle ones, they are dear to mee, heeis chary over them,

Yea hee doth not only charge, but menace too, and threatens
menif they thall hure any of hus licele ones.

1t had been betser for you, thar a Milflone were tyed abont yonr siccks,
and caft into the middle of the Sca,than to offend any of thefe lntle ones.

Chrift is exceeding chary over his Church and People, they
are dear to him.

Take a tafte of it, F0.18. 8. when hee himfelf was in thac Ago-
ny, and when hee fuffered himfelf to bee haled betore the Judg-
es, and todye, yet you fec how chary hee wasover his Difciples;
why faith Chrift, 1 am hee yox feck for, if therefore jou feck mee, b
thefe go their way: As it hee had faid, Tamhee whom you feefs,
and againft wwhom your malice gocs forth, do what you will with
mee, but fpare thefe, let thefe go (whathave thefe done 2} with
Fenah, caft mee inco the Sea, thac dhe ftorm may ceafe, nul mee on
the Crofs, fling mee into the grave, dowith mee what you will,
that thefe may efcape,

Oh! Chrift muft needs bee chary of  them, when hee would
put his back between his Church and the ftripes, interpol bis
foul between the wrath of God and them,

Drink of that bitter cup that they might not tafte of it, bee
wounded that they might bee healed, bear the curfe, chat they
might cairy away the bleffing, as there was no forrow 1o his ter-
row, fonolove to his love, all loves are loft, nay, feem hawed in
comparifon of his,

Another place,Fohn 7.9.t0 the 16. fee there when he was to go
{rom them, how chary hee was over thenn, he commmends them o
his Father, and defires him to keep them whom hee had given him,
Asithee had faid, Father they are mine, and T love them dearly,
1 have done much for them, but [ will domore, therefore pre-
ferve them, therefore keep them.

I am 1o more 1 the World, but thefe are in the World, holy Fa-
ther through thine own name keep thofe whom thon haft given mecs thus

you
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ou fe¢ how chay Chrift was-over thent,- And therefore his:bears
s :x:eediﬂff? taken with his Church. R LRt & M
Hee wil

keep them from teditble, hee will Ly olic their trouble
with the troubles of the whole World, and - eheiilivés ‘with ther.
lives of thoufands; you havé a pliec fot elfls, 1fa. 43.3, 41" gnve
Egrp: forshy vinfome, 1 guve - Ethiopia awd Seba for'thees ‘God
will give whole: Kingdontés ‘for his Church to-prefervé them'
fromyrrouble, £ hisve lived thee, !b:r;{aﬁef will I give men for theey!
and people for thy life. Asif hiee- had faid, T- ﬂnmi notay it to give!:
the heads of a chouland men, the lives of ren thoufinds to fave-thy i
life, to preferve thee.  The Ramme to fave-* Kaas, - Hee is éhary
of thems if not to keep themifrom trouble, jyet’ to- fupport-them -
in trouble, _ _ i
Hee isichary ofithem, hee will deliver them out of t['OlIbICI,'!icc
will not (uffer’che rod of the wicked toveft. -~ =@ i o,
Though for @ time, yet, -&c. many are the troubles of ths Righ-
teoris, but hee knows how to deliver his, _and-réferve che\vicked.
It Chrift do not deliver thee from trouble,: - yée.hee il ldefiveri
thee'in trouble; and ac laft hee will deliver thee out, whé knows
how to deliver his; when thounoty 8, 1 i 1l il L
That which a man thinks all too lictle, nothing too muth, 'too!
dearto beftow upon, that the heart of 4 manis -€xceedingly 't-’aken‘
withall, R S S i, S e e
Where all the expreffions thata man can lay outy:do #ill falt!
fhort of his affections tot, it is-a fign the heart is much taken-wich:-
ﬁlchaghing_ I o5 b of T RN e Zai i g )
When a man thinks not riclies, nor Iabour, nor his blowd,/his
life too deary this thews the heart is much baken with'ics! o+ ™
Now the Church is {fo dear to' Chuift, 'that liee:cthinks niq'[hin*g)
too dear, nothing too much for it, L I L
It was not his blond within his veins, no¢ his life\within tns
breaft, which hee counted too dear for her, e "
Hee canbefecm to beftow any thing onher, =« v w20
Hee will beftow teinporals on her, ac leaft fo much as is necefl- 'Dabir fua quod
ry forber. All chings neceflary for life, godlinefbifheeBive him- non deinvis
lelf, how much more all things #: Rum. 82441 will heeligive the ™
greater, and deny the lefs ¢ -ho, "Thitrlove wrhtich gavk dietgrea-.
ter, will not deny thee the lefSyif it wére %‘oe&tb'n'f{heﬂ\'fe’hnch-
hee hath ingaged him(elf by Covenane italigive :thees a8 tol bea
thy chazge to Heaven, and then there isnowane,  onli bt
The Lions fhall hunger and (uffer want, ‘dre.« Hee beftows.Grace
on thee; and Faith is more precious than Gold:' Hee' -might -be-
ftow out words on thee, and yer his heart never- taken- wich thee,
Dives had more wealth; uctered more eloquénce,  Sanl indre eom-
m;lrlltiildgr:}opa more glorious apparel, than thofe his licart is taken
withall, vid - ! PO e ML
Hee may give Wealth to a Dives, Conimand to a Saul; Elo-
quence to i Herod, (Hz2) Bur

L
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But hee never beltows Grace onany, butit 15 an evidence his
heartis taken witha man, K L

As Abrabamgave-gortions to the fons of the Concnbines,but 1fa-
ac- had the inberitance, o ; g

Hee will beftow his Spiric.on thee, to inlighten, renew, &c.
Hee will beftow himfelf on thee, the colleGioner of all other blef-
fings; God cannos exsend his love further in giving, nor wee ours
in defiring. . And thacwhich a man beftows himfelf upon  muft
needls bee precious in his eyes. Chrift doth beftow himfelf on
thee.

Who is the fummum: genns of gitts, thegift of gifts. The gift
which doth intitle us to all other gifts, all is yours, if you bee
Chrifts, '

The gift which fiveetens and fanéifies all othier: Like the’ Uni-
corns horn takes away the venome and poifon of all ocher. There
is a curfe with all other gifts if Chrift bee not given.

A cusfe to your Gold, your Silver,your Profperity, your Meat;,
Drink, Health, and Strength,

But where Chriftis. given, hee takes off the curfe, fanclifies
all; hee doth not only turn comforts into bleffings, but crofles in-
to-bleffings: . b B e

A blefing in.fickne,.in poverty, in.death, &c.. Chrift beftows
himfelf upon his Church, hee doth pafs over him {elf, and alllis
by deed of gift, beeand alkhisis yours: As you and all yours
are bis;_ your:{ins, and fortows all; his,

And all his are yours; his merits, his Spirit. As Chrift {aid to
the Father, fo may yee to.Chrifty all thine is mine; his merir,
cloathing, hisbloud drink, fieth meat, Hee is meat, drink, cloaths.
Chuit doth npt flay here, but hee beftows Heaven upon lis
Church, [tis the Mannor hou(e which hee hath referved for his
Spouls.. Father, Iwill thas.thofe whom thowhafl given mee, may
bee where Lam, &c. Joh, v7. 24,

They are married tagether, and co-habitationis a marriage du-

- tys &C.
y As Abafuersa haditwo:houfes for his Spoufes,

And therefore feeipg Chrilt chinks nothing too dear to beftow
upon-his Church : Ience-miuft ngeds - follows. That the Hears of

efus Chifl is - exceadingly taken with his Cowrch, .

1. Thole which Chr-_il{ hath made all things for, to ferve for the
good of them, .

2, Thofe whom hee hach. prepared Glory for, Heaven for,

3. Thofe whigh hee hath I'herf his bloud for, muft needs bee
dear to him, his Heart much takenwith.them. oo

If 2 King thould build a facely houfe, tor one with whom bee
wauld folage himfelfiall his life; and {hould ac laft givelife tao, you

would think {ure hee loved him,

1. Gad madeall.for theg, the Sun, Moon,, Stars, Cre.'uurcsl;

all
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all this frame of the Worlds fure you are dear to him, -
+ 2. God prepared Heaven for thee, a place of Glory; -Happi-
nefs; where thou fhouldeft for ever injoy him, and folace thy felf
with his love, R

3. Chuift fhed his bloud for thee,which was more'dear 't him
than ten thoufand Worlds. Whatis all - the World, and ten
thoufand Worlds in comparifon of one drop of - his blouds and
therefore they whom hee fhed his bloud for; muft needs bee more
dear to him than all the World; his Heart is taken with them,

Thus far now wee have gonein the breaking up- the #eh Cabi
wtt of Ghrifls Love, the fent whereof hath cheared and revivéd us,
Wee will now proceed to the further difcoveries of it, and thae is,
to the third thing wee propounded, 774y the Hears of Chrift is fo
wiwch taken with gfa‘ Chureh and People, l

Wee will but give you thefe three grounds, all whichi are taken
not from us, buc from himfelf, his ownmercy. In brief, Either

From his own Grace tows, Or Amnll_)mé
From his own Gracein us, . o ;I‘:‘"h:g:“;d e
The firft Ground or R eafon, why the Heart of Chrift is {0 ta- ipfeelt unde 2-
ken, is, 5 ' mat; et ided ve-
s hementivs a-

1, Becaufe wee are his, Propriety you know is' the BEat mac quit honae
ground of love. 'Wee love our owng our own Husbands, Wivesy metem tm ba-
Children: They are ours, wee have propriety in them. So here; caﬁp}&‘“_'.'nf':
wee are His; Hee hath propriety in ‘us, and therefore loves us,

Cant, 7. 10, The Spoule makes the fime argument. 7am my Be- cape g, 10, -
loveds, and hee is msne: therefore his defire is tomards mee; there<

fore his heart is taken with mee, therefore his foul loves mee, And

wee are his, in che deareft and {weeteft relations.

. Wee are his Peaple, his fubjelts. Chrift is the King of
Saints, whofe throne s in our heares, and will brook no Rivat
wlhole Scepcer is his Word, and whofe Word is our Law. Nay,
leaft this bee too litle.

2, Weeare his Friends. Henceforth 1call yon nor Servamts;
but Friends. W ee are his Friends and Favesrites, Nay,

3. Wee are his { hildren, begotten again, and born againtoe-
verlatting life, x Pet, v, 3, 4. Being born again, &'c.

4. Weeare his Spoufe, (uch ashee hath married to himfelf in
faithfulnefs and truth, and fuch as hee delights in.

5. Weeare his Members. The Church is his Body, his fulnefs
and every ane Members in particular, as the Apoftle fpeaks.

6. Wec are his Fewels, his Treafure, Mal. 3. 7. Jn the day that 1
nake n‘;) my Fewels, they [ball bee min® And therefore his heare muft
needs bee taken with us. Chrift hath the fame argument. Where
the Treafure ies there will the heart bee alfo. The Heart, and a mans
Treafurelye together, Now wee are his Fewels, his Treafure, higbi thefaun

Portsonhis Inberitance; that which his Father 1éft him ; “and he{:“.:,“,’,;,’éﬁ,’{
muit
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T mult dearly carn it too, And therefore the Hears of Chrift ds excecds
ingly takep with bis Chreh and J’;a;!e. 90 you lee thisis the-fisfl
ground, why, becanfe wee are bis, and his in the dearefl, neareftchok
ceft of Relatsons. . S
Tobee briet, wee are his thele four wayes. ‘Weearehis -
1. By Chotee. SHE A
‘2. By Pyrchafe. : ' b, s
. - ' 3. By Donatton. e P
. .l 4. By Covenanl. ' -
1. Litlt, Wee archis 5y Choice, Hee fet his heart on us from
everlagting, which was his firft love, and thacwhich hath carried
God throygh all the expreflions of his mercy towards us, to this
dayy even wo admiration of Angels, and aflonsflancnt of mén, Thefe
were his primicive, his bofome-thoughts to us, his firft love, which
is moft dear and precious. Asche firft love of the Creature to
the Creator is moft precious in Gods efleem: che Virgin-love of
the foul to God; thofe aftections the foul hach, when fivlt ena-
- moured with God. Therefore hee wells the Children of Tivacl:
© Hee remembred the time of her Efponfals, the kindnefs of her youth,
"Uhat will not out of his mind, Fer. 2. 2.
Sothe firft love of the Creator to the Creature; his  bofom-
+ -+ thoughts; they are moft precious. . Qh! thele take the hears
Amor Dei non. £ SR _ . 8
invenit, fed fa.-(llcl.‘t‘ are she fulleft, chele are his: freeflt choughts towards us,
cicamore dig= 2 T, 1. 9w ;
pos. Berh. All the World ftood before him, from the firft man to the laft.
Nenquiz nos  And why hee fhould chufe us, and pafs by others; othess finer
'ld‘“';“"']“‘ . peeces of Clay thanwee are: others of greater parts, greater a-
nle i di gilifcics: which if it had pleafed God to have conquered to him-
texit nos, deni- {elf, might have brought him far more glory, done him more fer-
gidilexit,  yice, Here was only his free mercy.  There was no ground to
cuam non Cx- g ~ - . .
iRenuess fed & make him, chufe us, betore hee loved us: bur there is fome
{eﬁﬂc:ln‘llln _ ground o cpule him to love us, now hcc:l:;uh chofenus, Weve are
Juwa Lawi«™ his, and his by free chaice, chofen and fingled out ofa world of
quoniam cam men, And therefore will hee love us. '
adhuc inimici 2. Wee arehis 2y Purchafe. Hee hath bought us, and thacat
ceffemus recon- : . ) .
ciliati fumas » adear rate, wich the price of his own blood, Gal. 4. 5. Chrfp was
Deo, pecmor— sade wndey the Law, that bee might buy ont thofe, who were under

tem Chpfti fie . 5 . - : e
i ciun B, the Law. Hence, 1 Cor. 6. 20. You are bought with 4 price.’ And

in Can, what was the price ¢ Tt could not bee oo licde tor the meannels
e ebayopa- of the commodity, not worth ownng when hee had 1. Bueic
ity coft him his dearefl Hearts-blood, as v Pet. €18, Wee were not re-

deemcd with corrnptible things, as filvey apd gold, but with the preci-
ous blood of Chrifl, as of a Lam® without blemilh, withowt fpat,  So
then wee are his by Purchale; wee are the truits of all bis pains; of
all his doings and fufferings; wee are the commings in- which
Chrift had for his Blouds wee are his Purchale. ' :
God did covenant and bargain with Chrift, that if hee would

l;l)’
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Iy down biis life and bloud for a people, hee fhould have them:
which you feein Pfal. 2., Ask of mce, and 1will give thee the
Heathen for thive nberitance, thatis, faithone, merit of mee, lay
down thy lite and bloud, and thou fhale have a people: as you
fecinZfa. s3. 11, 12, Hee fhall fee of the travel of his foul.

That if hee would dye, wee thould live: it hee would bear the
curfe, wee thould have the bleffing. If hee would bear that wrath
our fins deferved, and iterpofe himfelf between the Juftice of
Sod and us, the quarrel thould bee taken up; God would bee at

cace,  If hee would purchafe s, heefhould injoy us.  And
Chrift hee undereook this,  Hee loved us; and fecing hee could
not have s, excepe hee did buy us; and could not buy us, excepe
hee gave Lus bloud for us, and as it were fell himfelf to the juftice
of God, that hee might buy us out: Heewas content todost. Hee
redeemed us, novwith filver or gold, &c. And now being purcha-
fed by him, bis by Parchafe,and {o dear & Purchafes his heart muft
needs bee takenwith us, “Tndeed hee boughe us, becaufe hee lo-
ved us: and now hee loves us, becanfe hee hath bought us, It
vee did liy down our bloud, our life for the purchafe of a thing,
and could after live toinjoy it, how exceedingly would our hearts
delight inic ! Chrift hach given his bloud, and laid down his life
for the purchafe of his Church and Peopley and hee lives to injoy
his purchafe; and therefore the Heare of Chrift muft needs bee
taken with it, _

Shall Ttellyou s You are all the delight which Chrift hath in
the World : Hee delights to fee you, hée delights to bee with
yous hee delights to converfe with you; and all the delights of
Chrilt are taken up with you; hee hath nothing worth behalding
but you, in the World.

3. Weeare his By Donation, God hath given us to him, Foh.
6.37. AU thas the Father hath given mee, [ball come wnto mee, Joh.
17.9, 11,12, ] pray not /ﬂr the World, but ]f}zr them whom thon haft
givenmee, -~ Holy Father, keep through thy own name thofe whom
thew haft given mee. '

Wee were (o0 J'w{gbr,::s yet wee were groen : elfe where is Gods
Merey < and fo giveir, as yet wee were bonght ¢ clle whereis his
Fuitice 2 Gods armes are equaly in - the length of the one, you
have the meafure of the other : and therefore hee did fo exprefs
his Mercy co man, as withall hee did preferve his Fustice, They
were fo given, as yet boughe; and fo boughe as yet given. _

And being his by Denation, God having made them over to
Chrift by Deed of Gift, being the full defire of Chrift, hence the
Heart of Clwift is éaken with them, _

4. Weearehis by Covenant, Ezck. 16, 8. Then Ientred into
Covenant with thee, and thou becameft mine, Clirift became ours,
wee his: Hee is our King, and wee his P€0p1§ - hee is our Hus-
band, andwee his Spoule : hee hath given him(c!f tous, and}wcc

1ave
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have re-given our felves to him: wee his delight, hee ours, Ang
being his in Covenant, in mutual ftipulation, and  bargain, the
Heart of Chritt is taken with us.
2. Becaule theeis adorned with bis beantics. Shee is beaudifull,
Cart. 4 1. Cant 6. 4, 10.
There is a twotold beauty  which Chrift doth communicate 1o
his Church, which makes the Churchlovely in his eyes.
1. The beautses of his Righteoufnefs.
2. The beanties of hus Holinefs and Graces,
But chefe are not communicated the fame way,
The one is communicated to us
By Imputation,
The other
By Emanation, ot Infufion.
The one a Bauty,
Imparted.
The other,

Impied, _ . )
1. Chiift doth communicate to his Church his Imputed Beany,

then 2. His Righteonfnefs, wherewith hee cloaths our fouls. Hence
Hee is called Fehovab-onr-Righteonfnefs. And s taid 1o bee made
Wifdome, Righteoufne(s, Santtsfication and Redemption, And wee
to puton Chriff,

Now-this Rightcoufnefle Chrift doth communicate to us by
Imputation making it ours, as it we inour own perions hiad wioughe
it.” And it isas truly ours to fave us, to jufbihic us, as 115 huto
glorifie him, And God Jooking upon us through ¢/4iff, and
Chrift looking upon us m himielf, as cloathed with his Rig hueoul:
nefs, hee beholds us beautitull, — Hee fees iosnaquity an jicob, aur
tranfgreffionin Mtacl,  Not bue that chere was udquity in F zcol;
but God did not {ve it; Godlooked on him as cloathed with the
Righteoufneflcof ¢lriff, and fo is faid, not to fee it

As the Sun fhining through a red glafle upon a wall, the wall
looks red : not that this colour is inherent in e, but relucent upon
it: So God looking on us through chyiff, doth behold us Righre-
ous in his Righteoutnefs; not that thisis inhevent in usy or bebeld
inuss as the Papifts charge us, but guoad gratiofum Der confpeitum,
weeare rather beheld ine,

I am not ignorant, there ave fome,befides Papilts, that deny the
imputation of Chiifls Righteonfnefle, and fay too much wuh

Tufticam puas chem, Fuflitiam ¢ brifti imputari commentum eff, and call this im-

tativam.

putative Righteoulnefle, an imaginary and tancied Righreouf-
nefle.
I with they would confider that wee fay.
Wee fay there is a twofold Righeeoufnefle in Crif,
1. His effential and perfonal Rightcoufuefsy as God.
=, s Mediatory Rightconfnefs , wrought as Mediator,

The
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The firlt of thefe cannot bee imputed to us; it is effentia), bue
the lacegr of thele (Fuflitia Mediatorta) his Mediatory Righteouf-
nefs, or that Righteoufnefle hee wrought for usas Mediator,
whereby hee did fubject himlelf to the Precepts, to the Penalties,
(‘ommands, and Curfes, an{wering both Gods wvindictive and e-
warding Juffice; This is communicated to us, and made ours, by
vertue of which wee ftand rec?i in cnria, jultified in Gods fight,
which is the firft beauty ¢Ari5# adorns his Church withall,

2. A fecond beauty wherewith izry;‘ adorns his Church, and
makes her lovely,is, The Beauties of his Graces; which may bee
called the Beantses of Holinefs, and fet forth to us by thofe Brace-
lets, and chains, Ezek. 16,9, and here by one Chatn, &'c. which
is commanicated to us, by way of Infufion, ot Emanation, where-
by Ghrift by his Spiric, doth derive trom himfelfas the umiverfal
Principle, and common flock of Grace; Grace for Grace, according 1o
that, :foh. 1. 16. Of bus fulnefs wee have all received Grace for Grace,

I know there are many interpretations of this, Chryfoffome. The
Gofpel for the Law, becaule ic tollows, The Law came by Moles.

Others, Gratiam, fuper Gratiam, or Cratiam gratie accumulatans,
one grace to another, or abundance of Grace.

But this I conceive the meaning,  For cvery Grace that isin
Chrift, there is fome Grace communicated to us anfwerable to it,
in fome proportion. As the Child in Generation receives
from the Parents member for member; or as the Paper from the
Preffe, letter for letters or the Glaffe from the face, image for
image; or the Wax from the Seal, ftamp for ftamp: fo wee from
Chrift, Grace for Grace.

There is no Grace in Chriff appertaining to our fanification
in general, whichis not in fome weak degree fafhioned inus. And
hence the work of Grace and Regeneration is called a forming of
chriffinthefoul.  And whiles wee behold him, wee are faid o
bee changed into bis likeneffe, 2 Cor, 3. 18, And wee are faid to
have the fame Spirit in us, that is in Chriff, Rom. 8.9, If any max
have not the Spirit of Chrift, hee is none of his. And the fame Mind
is inus, thavisin £ Ariff, Phil, 2. 6,

"There is a baftardly holinefs, a painted  falfe beauty, whichis
fpunout ot our felves, wrought out of our own Principles, wich
which wee fhall lye down wich forrow at laft, Sparkles of our
own kindling.

Buc the truc holinefle flows from Chriff, and is imparted from
Chriff o his Church, whereby fhee is beaurifull with his beauties,
adorned with his Graces.  And being thus, the Hearcof Fefus
Chriff muft necds bee taken with her,

Thus you fee the fecond Reafon, why the Heart of clriff is fo
much caken. Becanfe fhee is adorned with his Beaties, cloathed with
bis Righteoufuefs, adorned and beantified with his Graces; which in-
gageththe Heart of Fefus Chriff,

Hee that loved us in our own blood,cannot chufe but love us,as

(1) wee
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wee lave his beauty put upon us; hee cannot bue love himfelt,
and defighicin himfell, where-ever hee doth behold himfelf: why
thefe beauties are peeces of humtelty pare of his beauty, his l'glyc's
wherewtth hee himfell s adorned. And hee camnor  look upon
any foul cloathed with s Righteoufne!s, and beantified with his
Sraces, but his heart is exceedingly taken with chem, cuar, 6, H
5. Luri away thiae cyes from e, for {Irz:)r have svercome e, Chrift
feems s not able to bear the view of fuch a beauty. Twar mway
thiaic cyes, e .

2. Decanle they are the perfons, npon whom God intended to
advance the great defign of glontyng the Riches and Frecise fs of
bus Grace and Merey,

INow thete whom God hach intended for fo gyeat purpofes, as
thele ave, which are the greatefl Parpufes thatever came upon his
hcart, his heart muft needs bee taken weithall, Yon know  the
more glorious and excellent the £ad 1o which any thing ferves,
the more precious is that shing i our eyes. Now wee ferve for
noothier Evd, but the expreion of his Merey, the advancement of
the Glory of lus Free-Grace, which are Ends as high as himtelf, Ppr-
pofes as great as hiifelf, _

And thercfore God is not obly taken wich the expreflion of i,
Dbuc wich the perfons upon whom hee doth exprefleit. Therefore
1 (ay is the Heart of God fo exceedrugly takeswith his Church,

Indeed God may fingle out fome men for the purpofes of ex-
prefling che glory of his Power and Faffice, the advancement of
themy and yer God hate the men, as you fee it plain in Pharach,
who for this caule was tet up to advance his Pover.  But God ne-
ver fingled out any to bee the fubjects onwhom hee doth intend
w advance the Reches of his Grace and Mercy, bue his Heare s ex-
cecdingly takenwith them,

‘Thofe, who ferve to fuch high purpofes as thele, and are  de-
figned to fuch high ends as cheles The advancement of 1he Glory of
bes Grace awnd Free-oey (which s the moft prectous actribute of
God, and which fome think is called his Glory, Exod. 33. 18.
Let e fee thy Glory,) and it the ro.verfemay  mrerpree i, thae
Glory was his Mercy,and his Merey his Glory; and theretore fuch
muft needs bee precious in his cfteem,

Now his People are they, whom God hath fingled ouc for thefe
preat purpoles, tor the Expreffron of more Merey than wee can
ex prefs, nay, than wee covcomeeive; my, - thanwee can belecve ac
all imes, bue wealdy ac beft,

And chevetore the Heart of ‘fefus Christ muft mecds bee tuken
with then,

My Brethren,If God had not fingled out fome to exprefls him-
{edt thus upon, God had not been knavn iuthe werld, for there is
nothing o imuch reveals God tobee God, as his Mereyand Grace,

And theretore God fingled out a few upon whom hee would
' ad-
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advance the riches of his Grace, thac his Mercy, and in thac him-
fclf might bee made known in the World,

As Paul taith of himfelf, r Tim. v. 16, that hee obtained Mercy,
that hee mighe ftand up a Paseern of all long-[uffering, As if hee had
faid, Wee fhould not have known how patient God is, wee
fhonld not have apprehended how long-fuffering God is to finners,
if hee had not had fuch an example of patience, fuch a pattern of all
long-{uffering, as I was: Sowee fhould not have known how Mer-
cifully how Good God is, if the choiceft attribute of God had been
loft to us; like asif a greac River had run under ground not difcer-
ned; if God had not fingled out fome, upon whom hee might
have expreffed the Riches of his M:rjj.

And thofe whom God dothiintend co bee the fubjeéts upon
whom hee may advance {o high defigns, fo great purpofes, muft
needs bee exceeding precious to him,

My Brethren, you thatare the Pesple of Gody are fuch as hee
hath intended to advance his Mercy, and Glory of Free-Grace uponss
You are they hee fent Chriff to dye for, the greateft work thate-
ver was wrought in the World. = You are they whom hee reared
the fabrick of Heavenfor. You are they in whom hee intends to
delight, and with whom hee will folace himfelf for ever.

And God looks upon us now, not as weeare, bur what he in-
tends to make us. | Hee fees to the utmoft of his defign on you,
to eternity, and loves you now with that love.

If God fhould look upon us, as wee are, hee might {ee enough
inus, to withdraw his heart from us: orif not, yet enough to
cool and quench his affeions towards us, being thrc is fo much
blacknefle with our beauty, fo much deformity wich our comli-
nefle, fo much corruption with our Graces: Nay, fo much black-+
nefle, and folittle beauty, and fomuch corrupion, and fo little
Grace.

Burt hee looks upon us, not as wee are in our {elves, but as wee
ace in Chriff, and not what wee are for prefent, burwhar hee in-
tends to make usin Chriff.  Heelooks to the end of his defign,
even to that which hee hath defigned us to. -- When wee (hall bee
prefented without [4;0“ or wrinkle, or any fuch thing: holy, and
without blemifh, Ephef. 5. 27, -- When wee fhall bee fatisficd with
his likenefs, Plal. 17. 15.-- When wee fhall bee isayyeno, like to
the Angels; nay, like unto God, Gloriows with his Glory, as now
Gracionswith his Grace,

And therefore God having intended us tofuch high purpofes,
any looking upon us for prefent, what hee purpofes to make us,
and what hee hath defigned uso; needs muft the Hearc of Fefus
Chrift bee taken with us, ‘ :

Thus having thewed you, what it is to have the Heart of chriff
taken with the Churchy and proved unto you that the Heart of
Chriftis thus taken with it; and given you the grounds and rea:
: (I2) fons
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fons ot 1t; 1 will now defcend to applications
It fo bee, thatthe Heart of Fefus Chrift be taken swith his Church
and People: Then from hence wee may deduce thele Confedfaries.

1. Confeltary.

1. This then may bee a ground for us to expect, and hence
our Faich may bee ftrengthened in the expectation, that Chrift
will yet do more for his Church and People, than yec hee hath
done.

Indeed hee hach done much for owr Nation, for our Englifh
Ston.,

Hee might have ruined us,for a Generation of fuch as provoked
him, Weehave beena Provocation of bis Anger to this day. Hee
wight have fuffered onr carkaffes to have fallen in the Wildernefs,
and kept out’ pofterity to have entered into Canasn, Wee have
lOOketF toward Egypt, toward Babylon. Hee might have lid the
foundation of purer times in our blouds raifed upa purer Church
upon the ruines of us. ;

But God hath {eemed to. over-look . our great unworthinefs:
And to the terror of our enemies, and even to the aftonifhment
and wonder of us all, hath begun, fet forth, and gone forwardin a
way of mercyy fuch wayes as have been untrodden in former
times. .

Aud that which God hath givenusin hand, is an earneft of
what wee have inhope: that wee have i pofleffion bids us but
lonk to what wee have in promife,

And expeét the performance of it, becaule God loves the
Church: the Heart of Chrifk is taken with the Chureh.

.Hee loves lus  Church, and thercfore hee will  purifie his
Church, aad take away her drofsand tinne.

Hee loves his Church, and therctore will hee reform his
Church,

Hee loves his Church, and thevefore will hee take away what-
foever doth oftend, all foul-burthens, all confeience-burthens, which
opprefs thefpirits of hisown People.

1. The Churchis his Fold, and hee will deftroy rhe Wolves,
which have gotten in to devoure the {heep.

2. The Church s kis Field, and hee will weed out the Tares,
aiid binde them 11 bundles to burn them.

3. The Church is his Honfe, and hee will fiveep ic.

4- tis his Plore, and hee will fanne, and blow away the chaff.

That love which made himingage himfelf to his Church, in
precious promifes, will not fuffer imtoreft, till hee hath made
good: thole promifes toit. . '

+ That love which.moved: himto begin, will norfiifter him to
reft, till hee hath made an end, ' i '
You
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Youfee in Ezek. 37.27. the whole Chaprer is but an addition
of Mercy to Mercy. ' "

When God begins to go forth towards a people, ina way of
mercy, hee knows no [top, hee canmake no end. Iwill do this,
and al{o hss, as you fee in that Chapter. God adds Merey,
Mercy.

Agd the reafonis, becaufe Free-love begins, and that knows
no cnd. -

The proceedings of Gods Mercy, towards his Church and
People, do anife from himfelf; his own Free-Grace,

His Fuftice is from us; but his Mercy is from himfelf,

If, when hee threatned to punifh Ifrae/, hee faith, hee will adde
Fudgement o Fudgement. This, and this alfowill1 do, Amos 4,12,
How much more then when hee promilech to thewMercy to Jfrael,
will hee adde Merey to Mercy.

God hath 4/fo’s of Mercy, as well as of Fudgement, See in Ezck,
37.27. My Tabernacle alfs [hall bee, &re. _

Well then: Isthe Heart of Chrift takes with his Church and
People 2 Then will wee with confidence beleeve, and with patience
wait and expect, that Chrift will yet do more for his Church and
People than ever hee hath done, becanfe hee loves them ? ;

et us buc joyn Supplication with' Expeélationy Praying, wit
Waiting, and wee {hall fee it, to the joy of our hearts.

I never read, that ever God beftowed any greas <aercy and de-
liverance upon his Church and People, but he firft ftirsed up the
hearts ofhis people mightily to pray unto him, .. -

And never did Gmlg mightily fior up the hearss of his People to
_{;:L- him, but hee wrought fome greas Mercy and deliverance for
them. :

God Joves to make his People as thankful as they were prayer-
ful: As happy Injoyers, as they were humble Seekers, When
Trouble fends us to Prayer, then Deliverance fhall fend us to Prai-

ts,
f Let us then joyn our Sxﬁfﬁmu'am toour Expefatlons, Times
of greas Excpedtarions,thould bee cimes of Grear Supplications: whe-
ther they bee ; ‘

Y. Expeltationsof Hope, the Object whereofis Good.

2. Or, Expelfations of Fear, the Object whereof is Evil.

3. Ory Mixed Expelfations between Hope and Fear, 25 our
times are; they are times of ExpedZation, and therefore chey ought
tobee rimes of Supplication. 'Wee are now big with ExpeiFation;
let us now bee mighty in Swpplécation,  Greas Stonesare not to bee
tursed over without great flrength. Great «Mercies aug not to bee
gotten without great ffrivings. The cMan-child of Deliverance is
not to bee brought forth wichout pangs. P

Let us then bee mighty in Prayer, That will make all our
prefent throws and pangs fubfervient to deliverance : And thenlec
us ftand ftill and wair, 5. Wais
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Mignarumre.
rum garda me-
limina,

1. Wait for performance of Promifes.

2. Wait for performance of Prayers.

There are many thoufand Prayers regiftred in Gods-book;and ma-
ny thoufand Tears put up in Gods-bottle.  Let us wait when all
thefe fhall come down upon our heads in a warm fhower of Merey.

‘Wait when the great revenew of Prayers will come in, The
longer the ftay, the greater will bee the harveft.  Wee fay, greas
Engines move flowly. Smal things they are quickly wheeled abours
but great Meicies they are long in conception, long inthe womb,
and long in the birch.

This is all our comfort : God will not bring 1o the birth, and :}fm-
ward not bring forth : norwill hee bring forsh, and afterward [bus
the womb again, as hee faich, Ifa, 66, 9. N

Hee is Alpha and Omega, the Beginner, and the Finifher; where
hee laies the foundation, there hee will lay the roof upon it

24 Confeltary.

If the Heart of Chriff bee once taken with his Churchand
People: Then hee will newer take his heart off from them. His heart
once taken, fhall never bee taken off. Men may love to day,
and hate to morrow: but God ¢annot : whom hee‘loves once;hee
Joves to the end; eventoall eternity. ;

As there was nothing in us, that was the ground of his planting
his love upou us: fo there is nothing that fhall bee able to over-
turn the thoughts of his love, when once they are fixed on us.

Indeed our behaviour may bee fuch, as may caufe God to bee
angry with us, and corre¢t us fharply; yea,and make us to know,
wee had better never to have tryed conclufions with him: Buc
there is nothing fhall caufe him to hate vs, and caft us off, Hee
may corred his Spoufe, but hee will not diverce her, The Ifraelites
were fo hard-hearted, that for every trivial fact they would put
away their Wives: Butthe Lord hates putting away, Mal. 2, )¢,

It {in fore-feen were not able to hinder him from  planting his
heart onus: but though hee faw what wee would bee, yet hee Jo-
vedus: How then fhall it bee able ro over-turn the thoughts of
his heart, -when once they are fixed onus ¢

Menindeed arenot aﬂle to fee to the utmoft of chings; they
are not able to difcover and fore-fce all the inconveniences and e-
vils that may arife : and therefore that being difcovered ateer,
which was not fore feen before, may bee a ground to aleer their
affettions, and change their thoughts, when fixed, Thelefs
Fudgemens and fore-fight in men, the more ficklenefs, and change-
ablenefs in men.

But now God hee fore-fawall. Hee fore-faw all chat, which
thou now thinkeft is aground for him to alter his mind to thee.

And, if all that fore-ieen could nos hinder him from fixing his

love
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love on thee, neither fhall it be able to nmovehittt to take off his
heare, when once his heart is eaken withthee, 002w g

635 3

Hence heeis Qid to make an cuerluflivg Covendnt with us, and.

wee will weaer depart fromus, Nay, Hee will put his fear into onr
beartssthat wee fball never depart from bimsy Jev, 32. go.

And Ifi. 54.9, 1o, faiththe Lord (fpeaking of the Covenant
of Grace, which hee will make with his people.) 2 fhall bec as 1he

Waters ef NOh witto mee: for as 1huve [worn that the Waters of

Noh fhonld 5o more goover the Earth : o bave T fvorn thas 1will
st bee wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee, ~As if*hee had fid, this is
s fureas the other : the oneas firm as the other. You have ex-
werience of the one, belceve the other. I glve you the fame pawn,
he fame feal of Heaven to confirm it, : !

If Men were asbad as Dewils, they fhould never. bring a fecond
lavd upon the World; becaule God hath fworn never’ to ‘deftroy
'+, And as hee hath fworn to that, and is theretore ftedfaft and
nmutable - So hee hath fivorn to the other, that bee will never
ave you, nor forfake you; and therefore God will not,

Object, Bucalast Dowee not fec that God doth fometimes forfake
s Chureh and People 2 e o o

«Anufw. Now for the anfiver of this, wee will premife thefe
bree Diffinttions, % '

1. Thereis a feeming, and thereis a reffforlaking,

2. There Is i« Temporary, and an eternal forfithing.

3. Ther is g partal, and a soral forfaking. !

From thefewee will lay down three Cowelrfions,-inanfiver to
1¢ Objection, : 2

1. Conclufion,

God doth fomerimes Scemingly, when hee doth not really for-
ke his people. God doth not  really neglect his People, when
ee feems to negledt them, _

Hee (demed to neglectand forfake Fob, Heman, Duvid, Chrift
mtelf, when hee cryes, My God ! My God ! why haft ho forfaken
et : .

It ywas Diffimulatio, non indignatio, as one {peaks. Hee féigned
mfelf to bee gone, but was not gone. o

The Cloud may take the Sun from our fight, but notrent it
om the Skie. God may feemingly bee gone, when hee is really
ere. g

Hee {eemed tobee gone from Fib, but hee was really there,
t!hcrwil'c Fob could not have rrafted in him, in that greac diffi-
uey. o
1 ';'10 fame I may fay of Héman, of David. Though God {eem-
I'to bee gone, yetlieewasreally there. Otherwile they could
I[h:’t{\f; prayed, exercifed cheir Faith, and fought after God, éls
:C’y <igl, o (e_

Deus bones
non negligit,
cum negligic
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Soaltowas 1t with the Church in the Canticles, cap. 3. 1. cap. 5,
beg. And thatis the firhk Conclufion, God may feemingly, when nos
really forfake his Peoples

2, Conclufion.

God may partially fa;}{‘nke bis Peoples but hee doth
never totally forfake them,

1 fay, God may inpart forfake his People, which may bee oc-
cafioned on their part, by fome frefh and new-aéted fin. As you
fec it was with David, Pfal, 51, 1. David had finned: God had
withdrawn himfelf. God was gone, comfort was gone, light was
gone for a time, Works of Darknefs, and walking in Darknefs went
together. Hee did not follow the Direffion, and therefore wanted
the Confolation of the Spirit. ‘

But though hee dotb partially fometimes, yet hee doth never
totally forfake his people.

For the clearer underffanding of this Conclufion, you muft
know there is a shreefold Prefence of God

1. Qujckening.
1. Comforting.
3. Supporting.

1. God may forfake a man in part, inrefpect of his Quickening
prefence, and leave a manto the barrennefs, flatnefs, deadnefs of
his own {pirit for a time, that the foul cannos pray, hear, meditate,
do any thing, as formerly it hath done.  As it was with Sampfon
when'his locks were cut, his ftrength was gone; and therefore
though hee thought to go out, and doas hee did in former times,
yet hee found there was no fuch matter; hee was become even as
another man: fo itis heres owr ffrength iyr.r, not in our hair, but in
onr head.  'When God isgone, our Locks are cut, our flrength is
gone.  And though wee may think to go upon duties, asat other
times, and meet with thofe lively and vigorous workings of fpiric
in duty: yecwee fhall finde no fuch matter; wee are even become
as other men,

Indeed {o much of his Quickening Spirit God leaves in the worft
of times, as ufually, to keep up the heart to duty.  The foul will
pray, will read, &c. but hee gives not fo much, as to carry the
{oul through the dul.!, with thac life and vigour of affection,
which formerly it had,

Time was, that the foul never came to prayer without an infla-
med heart, never upon the duty,without a quick and inlarged foul,
Butnow the (piritis dead in duty, cold in duty, heartlefsin the
perfornance of thofe things, wherein the heart was fo much ta-
ken.

. 2. Godmay forfake a man in refpeét of his Comforting ‘;{efeﬂcz.
hough
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t0.bis § ponifes ”

I'hough man is not able to rob us of our comforts, and rakea-
way our joyes, they are fuclt as the armes of men are not long e-
noughto reach; yet God hee can, Hee may eclipfe our joyes,
and damp our comforts, and withdraw the beams of his Counte-
nance from usy and leave us in darknefs and trouble, 1 fay, hee
may tarn our Day into Night, our Lighs into Darknefs, our Com-
forts nto Difcomforts.

Thus you fecitwas with Fob, with David, with Heman, Plal.
88. who, although 1they hud the Quickening-prefence of God, yet
they wanted his Comforting-prefence.

And indeed of the to,itis beteer to want the Comforting, than
the Quickening-prefence. Better to want Comfort than Life; Foics
than Graces, or the lively exercife of them. ~The one is the Zffe,
the other but the Bene Effe of a Chriftian. A man may live, and
ferve God, and obey him; and yet want his Comforting-prefences
as you fee, Ifa. 50, 10, But hee cannot live wichoue his Quicken-
ning-prefence. - .

3. God may forfake 2 man in pare, in relpe of his Quickening-
prefence, and hee may more torfake a manin refpect ot his Comfor-
1ing-prefence : But God doth never forfake us in refpect of his
Supporting-prefence. )

Inthe {addeft condition, in the darkeft night, inthe ftormicft
day, the foul hath @ill fupport from him.

David, Fob, Heman, they wanted che Comforting-prefence of
God for atime; but yet they had his Quickening, and ™ chey had
his S pmr'ﬂ‘g dpreﬁwu. ——

As hee told Pau/, fo hee did forall. #is frength was feenintheir
weaknefs, and his Grace was [ufficient for them. Sufficient 1o bear
them up in the tryal, and fufficient to bring them out of the tryal.
So much for the fecond Conclufion. ' K

3. Conclnfion,
God may forfake his People for atime, not for ever,

Itis but 2 Tewmporary, nota Finaly not an Eternal for(aking, Ifa,
54+7,8,9,10. For a moment have I forfaken thee; but with ever-
lafting kindnefs will 1 gather thee, have mercy onthee. For the Moun-
tains [hall depart, andthe Hills (hall bee removed : but my kindnefs

fhall not depart from thee. :
And thus much fhall ferve for the anfwer of the Objection, And
nowwithftanding that, the Conclufion is fivm. That if the Heart of
Chraft bee once takes swith his Church and People, hee will newer take 1t
offshee will never clean forfake them. '
_And, as God will not forfake his Church, as Forfaking hath rela-
tion to Spiritual cafes, Sowl-diftreffes : So I mighe fhew you ac large,

to prevent another Qbjection.
(K) That
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WJF I:'E?} orfake hes ¢ hurchy as Forfaking hath relation to
temporal and ontward diflreffes. .
You may take his word tot it, Fob. 1. 5. 1will not leave, nor for-
fake thee,
Tris erut, 1 was a promile made to Fofiwa in particular; bue
belongs to the whole Church of God in general,
General promifes may have particular applications, and parti-
cular general. 4
As geneml promifcs belong to every paricular Member ¢ fo
particular prowifes may belong to the whole body, And there-
tore though it was &promife to Fofhwa; yet the Apoftle (who
knew the mind of God makes it ours, aswellas lis, Hee brings it
into the Commen- frock, and fhewsit part of our riches, Heb. 13. 5.
Let yonr Conver[ation bec ywithout C Wc':mfmgs; for hee hath (aid, Hee
will mewer leave thee, oy forfake thee.  Inbriet; Hee will not for-
fake his Charch;
1. Either hee will protelE them from danges
2, Or e will deliver them ont,
3. Or heewill {}fppﬂr-r them in,
4. Or hee will fanilifie all to them.
Whichis the third Conclufion which flows from this Dodtrin.

‘ 3., Confeddary,

Ifthe Heart af T efus C}’Jrfﬂ-&ce tiken with bis Church: then allshe
paffages of Gods previdence inthe World, are for thegood of -
: - bis Church and People, LI S

All the derlings of God'in the world, not a ftep God aakes in
the World, but hee walks towards his peoplein it, -

x. All the paffages of Gods Providence to the Chureh in gencral.

2. All the paffages of Gods Providence to any micmber of the
Church in particulary they wre all for good.

1. Forthe firft, All the paflages ot Gods providence to his
Church ingencral, they are for geod. Bee they fad, or bee they
joyfull, they are all for good. Arethey lad ? itis to humble them,
to guicken them, topurge them, to pursfie them, to blow away
their chaff, '

This is certain, Whatever is done in the World, is done either
by Gods Permifion, or by Gods Approbation. God muft eicher per-
mit, or allow of what ever is done in the World,

And affire your felves, God would never permit, much lefs
would hee ever allow, and approve of any thing tobee done i the
World, which (hould not bee for the good of thofe hee loves fo
dearly, -

\N}harever wind blows, bee it North, or South, good or evils

allis for the Churches benefic. As the Phyfitian ordereth poifo-
: nous
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nous and deftrutive ingvedients unto ufetull lervices,. che healch -
of the Patient: So God turneth thofe things which in theinfelves
we evil, and defteuctive; tothegond and comfort of lus Church
ind People. ' R
Hence is it, that Chriff curneth the (adeft and foreft perplexi-
fies thae ever the World fhall fee, into an ufe of Comforr to his
Church, Zuk. 21, 25,26, 27, 28, There:fhall bee figns in the Sun;
nd Moon, and Stars, diffrefs of Nations, wish perplexity, ¢re.) atens
searts failing shem for fear, and for looking after thofe things which.
ire comming on the World; for the Powers of Heaven fhall bee [hakens
wnd then [hall they [ee the Son' of Man comming in-a Cloud, with Power
nd great Glory, When thefe things begin to come:t0 pafs -- then look
P> and lift wp your beads: for your Redemption draweth nigh.
One would think this were a ftrange confequent deduced from
ach an Antecedent, A Confequent {b: comfortable, from an
\ntecedent [o terrible, It fcems ftrange, that fucha terrible. Do-.
rrinas this, hould afford an ufe of Confolation.” Yet fo.itis. Bee.
1e Premifes what they will, the Conclufionis good, Bee his Provi-.
-nces what they will, his Promifes aregood: and thole Promifes
iall turn all his Previdences to good at the laft,
2. Asall the paffages of Gon?s Providence to the Church in ge-
rral: So every paflage of his Providence to any Member of itin
irticular,is for the good of the Church, . L.
1. All your njoyments, tbr‘y are love, You mai{ read the Heartof
hrift, theimage of a friend, ingraven upon all yow Have,) You
ay behold the imprefs oflove,the gbod will ofGod dircled about:
| you do injoy, . WY 44
1l that wicked men do injoy, is but from the Hand of Gidy Ex largiate
atis the highdft - tenure they can thews even hisgerieral Prove--
nee, which caufeth the Sun ro [hine npon the gmd and éd And this
mwre may bee cut offac pleafure. s 9 - y i
Bue all that you doinjoy, is from the Heart and dgnd will of God:
liey are expreflions of his good will to you, and you ay read
we inall, . ;L Blas wpe 4 = F
Nay, they ave the Farneflsof further love, You tay’ fee and,
1d Heaven and Gloryinall you have, -~ okt ol .
Wee may well fays whatever the People .of God. doinjoyy
1ey are : 4
X. The fruits of Prayer. e Ty
2. The performance of Promifes, “%
3. Exprefsions of Lowe.
4. Incouragements to beleeve.
§. Inablements to obey. o
6. Earneit pennics of Heaven and Glory. .
20 All your wants, as well as all your injoymlents are mercy, aie,
¢, Thereis an Expedit inall the fad paflages of Gods provis
1ce to you. They are Expedient 1 try yiuy Expedsens vo humible
- (K2 you,

PR |
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yOU, to exercife yOu, 10 Winne You, 10 wean you, &,
Whatever thy conditionis, it proceeds,
1. From the beft God.
2. Fromthe beft of Gody his Heart and good will,
o 1t isthe beft for thee,

Wicked inen have a cwrfe hid in cheir bef? things: a curfein
their gold,a curfe in their filver, a curfe in their health, But Gods
people have a blefiing hid in the mu{l things. You have a bleffing
inpoverty, ableffing in fickne(s, a blefsing in crofies, a blefsing in
death ig felf. o

 Réches ave not in the Promife, but <Mercy is in the Prowife,
Though Poverty, yet Mercy, though Afflictions, yeu Merey; And
you can all tell mee, A crofs in Mercy, s bester tban a comfors in
wrath, A lofsinlove, besser than an injeyment in difpleafure.” More
dyein the Flood, than in the Ebbe. Though profperity bee more
cordial, yet afflitions are more ph{(i:al. Weeotten furfeit of Cor-
diali, when Phyfick doth us good. Anda fanéfified crofsis bettes

than ar wwfanéiified comfort; Cre,

4. g Cﬂ?f‘ﬁﬂ’}.

i+ If the Heart of Cb;iﬂ bee taken with his Church and Peoples
1. "Vhen fee what a fearful 1hing fiw és,which doth’ caufe God of-
reavimes to deal hardly with thag, which his foul loves (o dearly.
..«God doth oftentimes afHiét and punifh his Church flurply and
feverely : which yec his heart is much taken withall, And fin is

the caufe, And therefore whata fearful thing i fip !

How grievous would it bee to you, to bee forced to take hard
courles witha Chsld your heart is taken withall ¢ though it bee to
do him good, :

Why God is taken with his Church, 3nd do you noc chink ic

moves God to aflié& and chaffife it ¢

'Wee would fain do all the good wee can to the perfons wee
love. Oh! weecan never do enough for them. Why foitis
with God to his Church: Hee loves his Church, and willing!
would hee do any thing forit, And it is the grief of his foul, thac
hee muft take contrary cousfes with us, to dousgood: that hee
muft bee torced toafflict and chaftife them hee loves fo dearly :
tobring them to Life by Death, to Goed by Ewil, to a Crown
by Creffes.

When God parted with the fes Tribes, you fee what a confli
there wasinhim : how his bowels ftirred, and were moved to-
wards them, notwithftanding all cheir fins, Hof. 11. 8. How fhall
Igivetheesp, Epliwaim | How [ball I dehiver thee, Ifvael | How [mlf
Imake thee as Admah ! How fhall 1 fe¢ thee as Leboim ! (any bears
gturned within meey any repentings are hindled togesher,

How loath was Geod to ﬂega.l t0 a Bill of Diverce ! Hisihe'al;f

ove
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loved her, though fhee was an Adultrefs to him,

And when Fudah did juftifie the inof her Sifter 7fracl, ex-
ceeding her in Idols, what srewble was it to God to caff ber off | How
willing was hee toreceive her alter all her adulterios? Fer, 3. 54
Thew ﬁﬂ plaid the Harlat, dre. And when thee would go on in her

adulteries + yet how nowilling {till was hee 1o give her up¢ till
atlaft it grew fo high, that there was no Remedy, 2 Chron, 36. 16-
hee muft needs do it,

And when hee had done it, how exceedingly was Gods heart
moved, that hee muft bee forced to deal fo hardly with them hee
loved fodearly  read Fer 13. 7, 8. 9, e, See how God laments
over the lofs of that which their fins would not give bim leayeto
keep. «- 1 have for[uken mine haufe | 1 have lefi mine heritage | 2
have given the dearly beloved of my [oul inte the hand of ber enemies !
And what was it chat forced God to deal fo hardly with them hee
loved fo dearly © Why it was fin,2 Chron, 36. 15,16, Hee fent
Meflengers, becaufe hee had compaffion on them:. They mocked
the Mrﬂgmgera‘ of Gody and defpifed his words, and mﬁyr bis Pro-
phess; wnidd the wrash of the Lord arofe againft his Péaple, till there
was no Remedy.  And which of thefe hath remained to bee done
among us ¢ How harh our Sun been darkened, the Stars loft their
light } How many burning and [bining lights have been taken ouc
of our Candleflicks, and planted inothers ! How many blown out
by the rage of wicked men!

Did wee not juftly fear, by reafon of that tdolatry, Superflition,
P:::; hanaston of Sabbaths, Perfecation of the Saints, and Meffergers of
Gady that our daywas gones our night approachings
. Did wee not fear, that wee: were came up ¢o this, that there
was no remedy ? 'Thae God fhould have opened che' Sluces of his
wrath, and lecina Ses of his difpleafure upon us¢ made usan
Aceldema, a field of Rlood, long before chis ? ;

Ab, my Brethren ! Never Nation, never Churchfrom whom
Goc} h‘:}h hewed himfelf more nnwilling to depart and leave, than
England,

ook upon the paflages of us to God, and his wayes towards
us; and (ee how unwilling hee declared himfelf, God hath upheld
us, asif hee himfelf fhould fall, if wee did noc ftand: as if his
Glory could not ftand, if wee fall; as if his Glorghad depended up-
on oyr prefervation, - .

And how can wee betteranfwer Gods dealings towards us, than
to abandon that, caft out thas which was our fear, and gave God
Jutt occafion to deftroy us ¢ Ler us now do by our finsas the 2
raelites did by their Leaven. Thére was

1. Inquifitio fermenti, There was fearch madefor ir, So let us
fearch ouc that Leaven of fin, Superftition, Ydolatry, which have
fowred our Kingdome, and laid us open to the ftroak of Gods
wrath, Search your houfes, fearch the land, fearch your heares,
. 1] E‘
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T Ejedtia formenti. '
3. Execratio fexmentts .
“Andlet all bee found inus, if ever wee would have a Pafs-
avet.
Otherwileour  Prefervations from former, will bee but Rrefer-
vatians to future, and worfer evils: fin will caufe God to punith

thofe hee loves,
5. Co#f:[f;:ry,

Tt the Heart of ¢hriff bee o mich  taken with his Churchg
Then let chis difcover to you, into what you way refolve all the
pafTages of Godslove to his Church and People, even into his
own Love. His Grace is the rife, and his Glory is the end,

There are two main ftreams, in which the goodnefs of God doth
tunto his Church, ;

1. The higher, and
2. The lower.

Butboth thefe ftreams have the fame Head, the fame fpring
from whence they come; even his awn Love.

1. For the higher, or spper fircams,and thefe are four,

1. Eledtion. 2. Fofftfication 3. Sandtification, 4, Glovifi-
eation. - - - o S

And all thefe arife from the great Abyfs, and Sea of his mercy

toward his Church,’ = ' '
" His heart is. taken with uss and cherefore -
1. Ilee chofe us, Deut. 7. 7, 8. The- Lord loved you not, nor
chofe you, becanfe yec were morc in numbér than any people: bat be-
caufethe Lord lived yon,  So God did not fet his heart on s, be-
canle wee were berser than others ; for there are others inthe
World who might have been made more lovely. F
His heartis takenwith us; therefore -
Oprawyr ex 2. Hee juflifies ns. 'Wee could do nothing to ftrike off any for-
Julificaviones mer fcore: for all wee did, fetus furcherin debe: it was bue an
nnn SRR adding of finto fin, guilt to guile: the fin of our righteouluefs, to
the fin of our unrighteon(nels, { evering a blot with a-blery as 1fa,
. O..I. . (]
3'_. No, it did arife from chis,  1/ss beart was taken with w., there-
fore did hee juftsfic ws,"Vic. 3. 7. Wee are jaftificd frecly by his
Grace. The like, Rom. 3. 24. Rom, 4. 5. All which fhew, thac
into this, all the expreffions of his love are refolved. ;
+ . His heart is taken with us; therefore
3. Hee did fanétifiens.  Our holinels is not wrouglr out of owr
otwn Principles; Ipun out of own bowels y compuft by eur owa
ftrengthand induftry : but freely imparted and given ot God.
~ Asonr Righteoufnefs is freely imputed: {0 our Holinefs is freely
inparted, :

That
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'I'hat thon artnota killing Caina (elf murdering s‘m!,adc[‘p:{{f* i
ting Fudas, a prophane Efax, adrunken Baltazar,a filthy Sodopste,
it arifech from this, meer Cierey. - ,
But thas God hath not only yefrained thee; but remewed
thee 5 not only chained up :thy fpiric, but changed thy {pi-
tic: Thisis Free- Merey, Abdfo the Scriptyre tells us, 1. Pers, 1.
3. Bleffed bee the God and Faylr-of our Lord Fefus Christ, who of
bis abundant <A ercy hath begotien we again, -- Nou. only cagerey,
but abxndance of Mrrcy. SO Fames 1,18, Of his own free-will begor
bee wse  And thavin bt 113, Wee were born againy tior of blogd,
nor of the will of the flefh, nor of thewsll of man ;. But ‘of Ged, -
Not of blood] Nor great mei, nor good men can do it Regesney
ration comes not by Genergtion,, 1 : T
Nor of the will of the flefb] Our willis but g flefhly will, and can-
not begee a {piritual nature,
Nor of the wifl.of man] Itis not all theindeavours of holy men,
who labour to do us good, can do it.
But the Wwill of God] Tt is a mercy wee give leaft coneurrence to,
ofall other, When wee. have Grace, then wee are helpers for the
growth, and increafe of Guace;. butwho fhall grve Grace?
When the Candle is lighted, it will burn; bur noue ‘but God
canlighcup the Candltt «viovo o gy .
In after Sanctsficarson wee ooncyrre: Therg.is, 1m0 covcurrence in
Rectaorslions: . oo @ & i ife gl ; _
This is the freeft Mercy of all gvher. When God hathwrought
Grace, there is fome ingagement for God tg goon : byt . chare i3
nothing to move:him to beffow Grace. . Herels the ;ground ; &
heart is taken; therefore hec fayélifieswe, . e x
His heart is taken withus; therefore ~: ., ...
4. Hee glorifies us. As our Juflification, fo our Sanctificasionsand,
Gloréfication avife from the (ame ground : His heart is saken with ws.
The Papefts indced would have us to merit Heaven. And the
Counce! of Trent denounce a curfe upon, thole, who fay, 4 Fu- Quidtunt om.
Jified perfon cannot merit Heaven, Rutalas | What are all owr defersq nia opesaad
10 this Glory ! Jf a man [bould ferve God, and fuffer a shonfand years; :::'f'“ﬁi‘::
whit were this to merit eternity in Glory ¢ . * S home millg
No, here is the ground of all, His heart is taken with us, and onis fecvies,
theretore hee glorifies ws,  Andf{o the Scriprure fpeaks plain, Epl,
3. 5. RyGrace yee arc faved, . And left hec fhould never make ic
firm enough, hee adds, in the 8, and 9. verles, By Grace yec are
faved -~ nos of works, . - ’ L
So that you fee into what to veflve rhe bigher fireams of his
Love: his chufing us, his julsfying, bis fanitifying, and bis glori-
fying us, His heare is taken with us -~ therefore hee chole ws;
thercfore hee juftifies us, &e, . :
2. As youmay fee into what rorefolve all the higher: So the
Jower flreams of his love tohis Church.,  All into chis. His beart is
paken with his Church, His
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{1is heart is takenwich usy therefore bee doth proteét ys,

LLis heare is taken with usy therefore hee will preferve us,

His heartis takenwith usy therefore hee will fupport us,

Iis heart is taken with us; therefore hee will deliver us,

All the good wee have in Hand, and all the good wee have in
Hope: Allthe CHercies beftowed, and all thefe which God is e-
ftowing on us: Look upon allas a comtinued threed fpun out of the
bowels of Free-Grace, and Mercy.

God hath done greac things for us; and from this they have
arifen : His Heart is taken with us, his Love towards us, Fer.- 31,

» 4. 1lovedthee with an cverlafting love, -- therefore with loving-
kindnefs have 1 drawn thee,

. Alas! IfGod had looked upon us, and taken either ground
ot motive from aty thing in us, todo this for us, wee fhould ne-
ver have injoyed ic.

1. There was no ground, no foundation of defertin us, (wee
abhorre the thoughts ’jf it) tor God to raife {ucha fabrick of mercy
upon, as hee hath done. ' ‘

If any thing in his Church were the foundation of the ftructure
of mercy, whichwee expeét God to raife, wee might look fora
mcan building, Such weak foundarions muft have as weak a ftru-
Gure. A building muft bee proportionable to the foundation,
But feeing Gods own heart is-the foundation; his own mercy and
good will towards us, which is fo ftrong, fo firm, fo full atonn-
dation: Henceitis, thatwee-may expe& a ftructure of mercy
fuitable to the foundation,
+ And, as this is the foundation ofall thofe grear and fIupendions
things, which God hath done for us: Soic is a ground for us to
expect, that God will yet do greaser things forus, thanever hee
hath done, :

Indeed, when wee look upon our felves, wee areat an end in
our thoughts, and think God is at an end in bis Mercy: but when
wee look up toward God, and fee chere the ground of whae wee
have, this kecps up our hearts from finking, and caufes us to
look upon all wee have, as an carneft of more.

Men that are ac the top of an high place,if they look downwards,
their eyes dazle, and their heads grow dizzy : but if they look up
towards Heaven, they recover themfelves again. God hath rai-
fed us up to fome height of mercy; and if wee look downwards,
if wee look wupon our felves, wee are driven paft the utmoft of our
thoughts: but ler us look up to Heaven, whence chis mercy wee
have, hath its fpring aud foundation, and wee fhall quickly rc-
cover,

Though there bee nothing in us; yet there is fomething in God;
and that which s in God is the ground of this mercy; and there-
fore will hee go on in the wayes of his ownmercy,

I have often thought wichin my felf; how tar God at this time
hath.

PR S
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hath out-gone his peoplé in Mercy. 3 ‘

Hee hath not only out-gone the’ defervings of his People, buc
out-gone the defires of bis people, the prayers of his People, And
confulting below, T amready to think God 4s at an end of his Mercy.

Buc, when Irecover my felf, and look upon the gronnd of Gods
doing good to his Church ‘and People: Not to bec any giodnefs in
the Church: but mcerly bes own goodne[s : This doth revive mee
again; put heartinto mee that God will yet  do greater 1hings. for
his Church, than yet hee hath done. _

As I faid before; when God doth execute  Fudgements upon
his Church, hee adds Fudgement to Fudgement : 1o much more,
when hee comes inaway ot Mercy to his Church, hee adds Merey
to Mercy. v

Godis oftentimes weary in going on in away of Fudgement,
becaufe the exercife of his Fudgenments are drawn out by us, our
fins, Hecislaid not toafflict willingly: and his Fudgements hec
calls 45 strange werk, 1t'is not fo natural to God, and therefore he
is quickly weary ofir,

But God is never weary of the exercile of his Mercie, and there-
forc lice goes on to adde Mercy to Mercy. Wee fay, the Bee gives
Hony nacurally; the ffing only, when fhee is forced toir: So God,
itis natoral to him to (hew Mercy, buc hee is provoked to exer-
cife Fudgement.

Hence hee is called the Father of Mercies, begets Mercy.  Merey
is the /ffue of God, molt natural to Ged; and being (o, hence aerc
pleaferh bim, Altions of Nature ave Altions of Delight, God is ne-
ver fo well pleafed with any carriage towards his Church, as thofe
which are in the wayes of mercy.

Nay, ifhee do aftliét his Church, it is to fhew Mercy. Aercy
istheend of all his dealings towards his Churcli; and” therefore,
Mercy being fo natural, fo pleafing; and that the cazerey of God
is the ground of his expreffionsof love tous, as it is: though our
fins may draw out the expreflions of his Fuffice; yer his Mercy
doth arife from himfelf : Hence wee may havea ground to expeét
yet greater things than ever,

6. Confectary.

If the heart of CArift bee fo much taken with his Church. Then
fee wich what confidence wee may pray for the good of the Church,
of Ghriff. Chrifts heart is taken wich'ic, -

A manmay pray for himfelf, and doubr of hearing; becaule hee
is ot able to make out his pasticular intereftin Gods Love. Buc
if w man pray for the good of the Church, hee is fure to have
hearing, becaufe the heart of chriftis taken with j¢, . 0

Let us then make ufe of all our intereft and acquaintance in
Heaven, in the behalfof the Church at this time, .

(L) i Ok
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1. 1t is athing, which God commands.

2. Athing, which God expeéts.

3. A thing, which God rewards,

4. Athing, which God threasens she negledt of, o

Much might bee faid to move you. Your good, and your cvil lies

in the Churches. As Fereany ufed this as anargument, why, co
pray for the civil eﬂutelof-)}s.fbﬂan; becanfe in the peace :I;:mfy they
Jhould have peace:: if theirs in Babylons, how much more oursin

Sions <

7. Confeétary.

® If the heart of Chrift bee fo much taken with his Church, Ten
what will become of hefe , who are cnemics 10 his Chwrch and
Peaple |

II: the heart of Chrift fo much taken with his Church and
People. Thenwoc bee to them that offend his Church.  If yos
touch them, yow tosch the apple of his cye.

Gods People are dear to Ged. They are his Spoufe, his Children,
his Mcmbers, purchafed with the price of his blouds; his swheri-
tance, his Portion, all his commings-ip, ‘Thole hee dyed for, fhed
his bloud for, one drop whereof is worth a thoufand Worlds,
And therefore thofe whom hee was content ¢o fhed his bloud
for, certainly hee doth more efteem thanall the World befides.

Wee fay, whiles the Ironisinits own nature, you may handle
it, and meddle with it; but if once the nature of fire bee added
unto it, if you touchit, it will burnyou: Sowhiles the Children
of God, are but chie Children of men, you may deal with themas
with other men; .but if once the nature of God bee ftamped on
them, the Image of Chriff bee drawn upon them, it will bee dan-
gerous for you to meddle with them, leaft fire break ouc of cheir
mouth to devoure you.

» Weeread, Zach, 12, 3. God faid, hee would make his Church
a burthenfome flone,&@c. o

St. Ferom on that place fith, it was a Metaphor taken from the
cuftome of the Fews, who to try their firength, had ac the gaces of
the City greac ftoness if‘rhc{v could lift them, well and good; but
if not, they crufhed themfelves with them: So God will make
his Cbnrtl:.téurthmljme ftone.  'Whoever lifeeth at it, fhall crufl
himfelf, whoever {eeks tohurt it, fhallynine himfelf, You fee i
in Phayraoh, Haman, eAchitophel, Fulian.

Haman lifted {olong at this ftone, thatit fell cnhimat luft, and
crufhed him, .

Pharaoh followed the Chsldren of Ifrael fo long, that hee could
not return at laft, but was overwhelmed in the Waters.

Fulian aviempted ic folong, cillac laft himfelf was over-
thrown,

Hee



Hee thatfhoots in a Peece over-charged, ftrikes down himfelf;
ot that which hee aimed at. Heewhointends evil againft the
“hurch, fhoots ina Peece gver-charged, and is fure to bee ftruck
own with his own recoil, .

Wee feeitin onrdayes. They who have digged pits for us,
ave fallen into chem themfelves. They who laid fnares for us,
1them is their own foot taken.  They have but made &ods for
seir own backs; paved a way to their own deftruction; digged
raves to bury themfclves, n fecking our ruine.

The Scepter of Chréfp hath been too ftrong for the Principality Erisfub pedss
“Satan, hee hath a Rod of Iron; a Scepter of Power, an arm of bw.
rength, to crufhin peeces all his enemies.  And therefore as pi-
tes wite (aid of Chrsst;  Have nothing to dowith that juft mans
ol to thee, feeft thou a godly man ¢ beware of having any thing
rdowith him, by way of offence. For their Angels alway
:hold the face of their heavenly Father,

8. Confectary,

If the heart of Chrift bee fomuch taken with his Church ,
hen (ee here the Ground of Acceptasion of the fervices of his people,
God being taken with the Perfons, is taken with “the perfor-
wnces of his People,  Hee had relpectto Abel, and then o his
Fering, ~ Cbrift, his heart was taken with the perfon, and then
thhis performance,
Hence Chrift faith to his Church, Cant. 2. 14, Let mee fee thy
untenance, let mee hear thywoice : forthy Conntename s comely,
dthy woice is [weet,
Indeed, it Acceptation fhould arife from the wmbim{f of our
ties, wee fhould never look to bee accepred. There is fo much
vin our fervices, fo much evil inour good, fo much coldnefs in
r beft heats, fo much formality in our chiefeft power, fo much
adnefs in our beft life, fo much of the World, fo much of our
reh in our imployments for Heaven, -And if Accepration fhould
{¢ from any worth inthem, wee fhould bee fur¢ to mifs of it:
1t arifing from his good will and Mercy to us, his heare being firft
cenwith us, is taken with our performances, Hence the Affu-
icc of deceptation.
Nay, and not only of our pureft and perfedteft fervices; but
en of our poor and imperfel¥ duties, fuchaswee throw away for
1d,and caft prayers, Cant, 5.1, Hee drinks the Milk as well
‘he Wine.
Wee look ipona prayer accompanied with deadnefs, diftra-
on, asa caft prayer, Oh ! fay wee, how can God accepe of
‘himpure, imperfe& fervices !
Bur hence it arifeth not from the excellency of your prayers, but
mehe indulgency of his Grace. Itis the voice” of his Spaufes
(L2) though
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though never foweak. Itis the cry of a Member of his, though
never fo faint,  And heecanpue his odours, his incesfe to them,
though never fo impure, and make them acceprable, Rew,

S . ‘{-t
U fc of Examination,

But now, my Brethren, it will bee agreat matter of inquiry,
whether wee bave aninterefl in this love.

As one faid when hee looked upon the Rainbow, and in thac
read Gods Covenant, never to drown che world again.  Ah! buc
faich hee, what is this tomee, If I bee drowned, 1 may bee drow-
ned, though the World bee not drowned.

So may you fay, You tellusot the exceeding love of Cbryf to
bis Churchs  But what it 1 bee ot of bss Church? what if I have
no intereftin his Love 2 what's all this to mee ¢

Burt then I fuppofe you are defirous to know whether you have
an incereft in this love. Tt concerns your cverlafting good to have an
interett, and your prefent comfort to know you have an intereft,

Now in this inquiry I would have you

Y. Zo cxamin yowr hearts thoronghly, Deceits lye low, A falfe
cvidence is the fruic of a flight and fuperficial fearch,

2. Inyour inquiry les 5ot any thing which s compatible wich any,
who have no intereft in this /ove, beea borrom, onwhich your foul
refteth.

I have told you fometimes, and tell you again,  Whatever a-
nother man may have and do, and yet have no intereft in this love
of ¢hrift, cannot bee a fufticient evidence for thee, that thou ha-
ving or doing that, haftan interelt, -- Acquaint thy {elf wich che
moft clearing and proving evidences.

3. Take thy evidences from the carriage of the Spirit: neither ac
}l&e beft, nor at the worfl, but the middle way, which is moft thy

clf,

If thou look upon thy felf at che wor#, thou mayeft bee difeon-
raged. Tfat the beff, thou mayeft bee deceived,  Many have had
fuch affeftions inan Hear, which in cold blosd have nothing of
them,

4. Judge not of chy felt by particalar aitions and carriages: but
look upon the univerfal frame andbent of thy fpirit. No certain
rul{): ij to bee eftablifhed upon a particular inftance, whether good
or bad,

I might lay down othier rules to obferve in your inquiry, But
wee will come to the inquiry it felf.

Waouldeft thou know whether thou art one wich whom Chriffs
heart is taken¢ See whether thou arc of his Church,  Are thou
one, whoart taken out of the World 2 Artthou one, whem God
hath called « one whom hee hath juftified ¢ one whom hee hath

re-
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regenerated ¢ fanctitied 2 Are thou one, who art waflied, purged,
reneweds
Thefe might bee in the generaly but arve too oblcure, But [
will name you but one, and it is a plain one, and none more de
monflrative,
wouldeft thou know whether the heart of €hriff bee taken with
thee 2 why chen lec,
Art thow one, whofc heart és taken with Chrifl ¢ T Chrift bee taken
with thee, thouart taken with €hris#, Iris a mutual, a recipro-
cal taking. Whatever God doth to the foul, ic makes animpref
fion in the foul of the like to God. God dclighes in us; and there-
uponwee come to delight in him. - God knows us, and thercupon
wee lnow him, Foh. 10, 14, God appreliends us, and thereupon
wee apprehend i, Hee chufech us, and thereupon wee chufc
him, Hee lovesus, and thereupon wee love him, 1 Fob. 4. 19,
His heare is taken with us, and therenpon our heares come to bee
raken wich him, Our love to lim s nothing elfe but redins ameris
Deierga nos in Denm reflexus : 2 beam of Gods love reflected
back upon God.  So that this now is 4 true charaler of Chrifls
heare being taken with thee, if thy heart bee taken with clm{!.
Queft, Bur youwill fay,  How fhall 1 know whether my beart bee
takenwith Chrift ?
Anf, For theanfiver of this, becaufe upon this foundation I
will lay the whole weigh of this difcourfe, in this #fe,
1. Ahewt tkenwith €hrifl, isa heace which knows Chriff, and
hach tafted of chrifi, Are you fuch as know Cbr:'{} ¢ For knowledge | .-
iy ; ; ifa poffu-
of Chrift precedes the love of chriff. Hee who doth not kuow, can~ mus amare; in-
not love, Things unfeen may, but chings unknown cannot bee lo- eognita nequas
ved, 1 Pet, 1. 8. Whom baving not  [ecn yee love , but never ne 1™
known.
All loye to Chrift dotharife from difcoveries and manifefyations
of Cbrift tothe foul. Either from the difcoveries of thofe beauties,
thofe acrractive excellencies that are inhim, or wich tha, from the
difcovery of his hearcand good will towards us,
Now &ind men cannort dilcern of beantics; nor ignorant men of
the beauties of Chrift. Chrift is to them as a Mine of Gold covered
over with carth and rubbith: as a Bedof Pearl and Diamonds hid
with anheap of fand : as a glorions Meffiab under a contemptible
outfide. And wanting eyes to fee through the #eil of his Flefb,
through the bark and outfide of his Humanity, they can behold no
beauty in him, As Ifaiah (peaks of carnal men, Ifa. 53, 2. When
_;w:; belold bhim, you fce no beanty in him, that [hall make hin defi- s
red.
Now then, artthou one who knews Chrift ? did ever God re-
veal him to thee in a promife ¢ whatapparitions hath Chriff made
tothy foul = what manifeftacions 2 what difcoveries that may e-
vidence to thee, that thou knoweft him ¢
There
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Thereare fonr mamﬁﬁafiom’, or difcoveries of Chriff 1o the
foul, whichdo exceedingly take the foul. Indeed every appari-
tion of Chriff doth take the heart : but at thefe times che heare is
not only wooed and won, but overcome with his fieetnefs and
lory.

I_Y After the foul hath long lyen bedyid in forrow, been overwhel-
med inthe deeps of Legal Humtltarion, and have been broken and
fhattered in peeces with confternation, and apprehenfions of fin,
and Gods wrath forit. Thenadifcovery of C,ér:{f, and appariti-
onof Chrift to the foul, is a refurrection from the dead.

When {brift comes by a promife into the foii!, and difplaies bis

lory, the Riches, and Greatnefs, and Freenefs of his Grace, as to
Mofes; The Lord God, ngcims and meretfull, long-fuffcring, and
abundant in goodnefs and truth, keeping mercy for thoufands, forgiving
intquity, and tranfgre[sion and fin, Exod, 34.6. 1, 1am hee who for~
grveththy iniquitses, @c. Ha. 43. 25. Then is the foul beyond
expreffion, inamoured with him; now it is overcome with his beau-
ties and excellencies, and evenravithed with his love, And thusis
the firft eminent taking of the heart with Chrifl,

a. Whenthe [oul hath becn upon the flormy Sea of tempations and
defertions; hath long laboured under the fenfe of Gods withdraw-
ings and abfence from the foul. Aglq Chriff returnsagain, break-
ing the dark and thick cloud, and fhining into the {oul. Who can
then exprefle the warmth, the comfore, the revivings, the holy
heats and flames of love and affetion to Chriff,

You fee how it was with Fob, 2 have heard of thee with the hea-
ring of the ear : But now mine eyes l[ec thee. And certainly the fight
of his beauties did take himn : thofe cyes which faw him' were ltke
aburning-glafle to the heart, to kindle the flames and fervors of
holy affections towards him again.

You fee how it was with the Church, Cant. 3, 4. Ghriff had
withdrawn himfelf: Shee makes inquiry after him, but could not
hear of him. At laft after all her touble, CAriff appears to her
foul. Andyou may read there, how exceedingly her heart was
taken with his return. 1 found hins whoms my foul loveth 5 1 held
bim, and woxld not let him g0, wneill 1 had broxght him into my Mo-
thers houfe; Cant. 3. 4.

3. Whenthe foul doth fit duwn 10 contemplate, and read over the
beauties and loves of Chrifl: whenit is i the contemplations of
thole furpafsing excellencses, and admired [wectnefs which is in
Chriff, AndChrist (whiles the foul is bufyin feeding on thefe
thoughts) doth make adifcoveiy ot himfelf to thefoal: makes
the foul to fee avifionothis glory: 0h! how is the heart taken with
him | itiseven drowned and funk ina Sea of glory. 4h! what
clafping, whatimbraces ! what lovesare there then betwixe Chriff
and the foul ! Itis impoffible for mee toexprefs: or for mee, or

you to conceive, Itis awifion of glory, the porchof Heawen,
4. When
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, When the [oul is under outivard pre(Jurcs, affisciions, prifon, fick-
mﬁ, upon dearh-bed. Thena vificot ¢ hr.it, a{;li’cuvcr Potf'hin{felf
doth exceedingly ravifhand take the heart, Here is {indnefs in-
deed, riches for the poor, iberty for a prifoner, acordial for the
fick , Hereisallin f-i;rf; maniteftarion,

Well then, wouldeft thou know whether thy heart bee taken
with (hriff ¢ doft thou know Chrift2 didft chou ever fee the face
of Chrin'ma promife 2 what apparitions hath Chriff made to
thee ¢ what manifeftations within thee, in the wark of Grace ¢
what maniteftations to thee, in the beginningof glory ¢ You who
know not Chrift, cannat love Chreft,

2. Sign,

A9 hears taken with Chrift, is nos exce[fively taken with
any thing clfe.,

The (weetnels of Chriff doth-overcome all the fiveetnels in
other things, in the Creatures.

As it 1s nothing but ignorance  which makes men admireany
thing here on earth: if men knew the excellencie of other things,
they could not admire fuch trifles as they do.

So here, it is nothing but ignorance of better things which
makes us dote upon things here below: Did wee fee his beauties,
all the World would bee blacknefs, Did wee fee his fulnefs, all
the World were but emptinefs,

T fay; did wee but know the excelencies and beauties of Chrift,
and the futsfying- fﬂ!ﬁﬂfhﬁ of &is loves Nothing fhould have a
room in our hearts, {ave hee only. The higher wee afcend toward
Heaven, the leffer will the things on earch appear,

If rou go to the top of the Mountains, men would appear bue
{mall: butifit were poffible to go up to the Sun, the Mountains
would appear nothing,

The love ot’CJm'/g hath a raifing-pewer, working our hearts as
high as Heaven, and being there, all things here below are of no
aecount and eftecm to the toul, So faith Paw/, 2 man on fire with
the love of Chriff.  Teadoubtlefs I comns all but lofs for the excellen-
cy of the knowledge of Chrift - And dv couns thems but dung, thas 1 may
win Chriffy Phil 3.8,

Welltheny they whofe hearts are taken with the Crearure,
taken with the World, taken with fin and vanity: Fhefe are too
grols to bee taken with fpirstnal loves,

3- .S'fgm
What the heartis taken wichall, the foul feems tolive more in

it, thanin it felf, Do but examine it in any thing the heartis
taken

Yincie dulcedo
dulgedinem.
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Exquovis fon-
te.

taken withall; whether your comtforts, your delights, your happi.
nefslies notin them. The Worldling hee lives in his poffeffions,
The Voluptuous man in his pleafures.  And cannomore live out
ofthem, than the il out of thewatey, the Salamander omt of fire,
So here. If thy heart bee taken with cbriff, then thou livelt more
in Chrift, than chou doeft in thy felf. 7 lrve, yet wot 1, bur Chiigp
Guth the Apoﬂle, Gal. 2. 20, Thou canft no more {ubfift without
him, than the Beam without the $un: than the Jpark sithout the
fire. Nay, no more live without him, than the body without meat,
nay, the body without the foul, Chriflis to the foul, as che foul is
to the body. Now as the body cannot Iive without the foul: So
the foul cannot live but in Chrifl, whois Anima Animae, the $oul
of the Soul, for mecto live is Chrift,

I fay, if thy heart bee taken with Chrifl, thou liveft in Chyift
more than in chy felf, Thy life, thy comforts, thy happinefs, they
are all folded up in him,

As Fudab $aid of Benjamin. Facobs life was bound up inthe Lads
life; Gen. 44. 30. So the Soul of Chriffs my life, my joyes, my
comtforts, they areall bonnd upinthee, A my frefh fprings are
in theey faith God of his Churchy 2fal. 87. 7. And, whem bave 1
in Heavenbut thee ! and incarthin comfnr{{m of thee IPfal, 73, 254
faith the inamoured foul of God, his heart was taken with” God
and hee lived in God more thanin himfelf.

Ttwas the fpeech of Luther, who (being ina great diftrefs and
fpirituall trouble) had writ about the walls and table in his ftudy,
ingreat letters, Vivit. A friend comes to him, and demands tiie
reafon, Heereplies, vivit Ghriflus, & [i non, non optarcm wnam ho-
ram vivere.-- Hislife wasin Chrifl, Hee lived more in Chrit
than in himfelf,

Which makes the life of a Chriftian fo fafe, nonc can hurt him,
and fo {weet too, being a life in Chyift out of himfelf, The beft
of otherslyes in themfelves : but the beft of a Chriftian, thofe
precious tKings inhim, lies out of him(clf, and lies in Chrif?,

H

4. Sign.

What the heartis taken withall, that the comforts of the life arc
upheld by from day today, Wee have many aweury ftep to go,
and can no more go without comfort, than Elijah without food,
Comfort is to the foul, as the foul is to the body, As the body
wichout the foulis dead, fo is the foul of men without comfort,

Now would you know what your heare is raken withall: (ee
what the comfort of your life is upheld by from day to day,

1 Is Fefus Chrift the comforr of your life 2 is hee the joy of your
earts

Wicked men have vavity of fprings, Ifone bee drye, they go
to another.

Bue
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“Bur the Sains have bu one : Chrift. And if hee bee gone, all
is gone.

5. Sign,

An heart taken wich Chrifl hach bigh appretiations and valuati-
ons of Chrift, It values and efteems him above all the comforts
and contencments in Heaven and Earth, Pfal. 73,25, whom have
1in Heaven, byt thee | and inthe Earth, 15 comparifon of thee ! Here
is che breathing of a foul taken with Chriff. Hee prizeth Chrift
above all the comforts and conten ts in the World,

Tor the beteer untolding of thisfign,there is

1. Something confiderable in the A,

2. Something inthe Object -- Chrift prized.

3. Somcthing inthe (Meafure -- above all the comforts, con-
tents, ¢re.

1. Inthe A& of prizing Chrift, that wee do not mean abare
and naked Eftimate of Chrift, in the Underflanding: but fuch an
one as prevails with  the foul, and commands the’ {piric of a man
10 do actions confonant and agreeable tothat rate the Fudgement fer
on Chrift, 1 {2y, by prizing of Chrift,wee do not mean s bare aéts
of Dijudication, what 2 mansn his Judgement may conclude Chrift
tobee worth. Man{bec, that will tell you, they conclude Chrift
to}?ee wortha World: who yet will not parc withany thing for
Christ,

But I mean fuch an a&t of the underftanding, as brings up she
Heart, and the affections to clofe with Chriff in thac height which
the ﬂ#a’er‘!’d»dfﬂg rates him at. :

I fay, fuchan A& of Appretiation as prevails with a man to do
actions confonant and agreeable to the rate it pretends tofer on
Chrift.  As you fee the w:‘Iﬂ: Merchans. Hee did not bavely jadge
that the Pearl was worth all heehad: bur hee did 4&ions confo-
mant and agrecable to it, Seeing hee could not injoy the Pearl with-
out parting withall hee had to compafs it, hee fells all to compals
the Peal,

Thacis che firft, A foul taken with Chriff dothnot only bare-
ly judge and efteem Chrift worthall ; but will part with all for the
compaffling of Chriff,

2. Here is fomething confiderable in the objeét. Chrift prized.

1. Wee do not reftrain and limit this only to the Perfon of
Chrift, There s lomething in the Perfon of Chrift, which may pre-
vail with an Unbeleever, to efteem ot him. The dignity of his Per-
for being God- Man, having all bexuties and excellencies in him.,
This may raife up 2 kinde ot efteem of Chriff in the hearts of un-
beleevers,

2. Neither do wee limic it only to the Beacfits of Chriff, and
the grear things which hee haih done for manin gencral, in

(M) his
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bes humithation, deah, palfion, &,

utwee o o tke A inhe aviest ef Cheifl s Ewifl s his
whole Zuiivedc: (lafl b flele, -1 Drctf s Lo, hiift in
Wis Getwirincit, Chidl s Tt tetar Chifliy dwewhele of
Chifl. Hee it prizethnot Chigs nbiswhole Livinde, and ex-
wene, dotlinot prize Chafl atall as hice eugheto do,

;'\h\\'((:];l)‘{)l- Faithy wdothnot dizae ofjoctang it doth not
chinte its Object, fingle out what will efteem, and whatnot:
bue prizech of Chraft Tully indhe Jnticude amd excenc o Chesit, of
Chrifiin s 2o fon, Chrifl nhis Beaggees, Chrfl mhis Laws, in his
Holtiefs, Truihy Government 2, Angd o lughly, that dhey fald
themiclves to i a Lruthy loff themdelves (o faze a Truh ; They
have made this brave adventure, thrown away themiclves, dhae
they might keep up a Pruthsas you fee it in Queen eaZars s Ciis,
in poiat of Traufubilaniianon, So that isthe fecond, "The tou! taken
with Chrrflis takon with A #-Clasfl, Asallin himis lovely @ fo
the foulloves ally and prizes and cftecms ofall of Chrifl.

3¢ That which is coufideralde i the Oleafre 25, Vhae a foul
takenwith Chrifly duh prize Chrsft abave all comforts and coments
i fleaven and Earth, i

This Chrift commands, M. 16. 24, If any prais svifl comg af-
ter mee, let hum deny bimfelf.  1f any} Lcis fer down inddfingly,
Not only you, whoare poor, and have litde 1o lole, and depy
your felves in: but they, whohave moft. You that arexich, you
thac have lands, poflcfions, have Crawis and - Seeprers, 3 apy
poor, any rich, any beggar,any Pringey &, o

Hee m;fﬂ dey .‘)J}ﬂf 1{;"] Mot 0111)’ n t hiugs unlawf.ui!, but lpw-
full, Hecmuft yeeld up hisfinsas a Inares his comtorts, aftare,
and all as a Sacvifice for Chryl, ifhee call for them, M. 104137,
Hee that loves Fathey or Mother o than micey: i5-u0f worsly of miee.
Theferelations are exprefled = but under thele are comprized.all
the comtores and contents on earth, .

And this was net only commanded, buticis practifed by thofe,
whofe hearts are tken with Chrifls You tec in dbrab.cin, who Jeft
ally in emofes, who prized more of theycproach of Cleifty dhanall
the treafures in Zgypts in David, Mal, 73 25, Whn have I iu
Heaven but thee ) or tn Earth, in comparifon of thee!

As the World would bee nothing clie but #ueiw flabulum, 2
noifome fink, 1 prifon to a godly man, wereit not that bee mjoys
fomething of Chrifl here: So Heavenit telbwere but a gundy. Pu-
geant, Vaiity, it God and Chriff were not there, sk

The Heaven, which carngl mendo funly is @ Turkefh-Heawen,
anheavenof pleaturcs, delights, comiorts, but Gefhly, outward,
‘They conceive of it, according to their Principle., -

But the Hraven rj ;{gw"'fy man, it licsin (;UL{’ ‘it lies in Cf)riﬁ. .
Indced ’ 5

That is wot Heawven, which 15 by Gedy but that s Heaven,

which
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which lies in Ged, o a godly man,

It was the meditucion ofone:  Not Heaven, 0 Lord 5 bst Gody Noncizlum

and Chriff. Rather ten thoufand times Chriff withour Heaven,
than Heaven without Chriff

Thus doth the foul, thacis taken with Chriff, prize Chrift a-
bove all the comforts, contentments of Heavenand Earth,

6. Sign.

An heart taken with Chrift, the thoughts ave taken up with Chriff.

Such amanhec thinks Chriff, and hee fpeaks Chrift, hee lives
Chrift,

You kuow whatever a mans heart is taken with, it is never off
his thoughts, never offhis heare, heeis never well but thinking
and fpeaking of that hee loves, The thoughes ave the charadter of
what the heart is taken withall, If thy heart bee taken with Chriff,
thy thoughts are taken up with him.  Chrift is alwayes upon thy
thoughts; hee lies next to thy heare; when thou goeft to bed hee
iswiththee, Cant. 1. 13. and when™ thou awakeft hee is with
shee; as Dawid faith, Pfal, 139.18.

Indeed Gods people may have fivarms cf other thoughts 5 but
they are not entercained, they are not welcome to thems they.are
their burden, and trouble, They come inas Intruders, andare
not entertained as Guefls, Awicked man entertains chem as Gueffs,as
friends; but they come into a godly man, as incruders, never invi-

Dominc, fcd
Dous & Chri-
ﬂuh

ted,nor finde they welcome, This is that Feremiab {peaks.How long Jer- 424,

Jhall vain thoughts lodge within thee ¢ ina wicked mans heart they
are Lodgers, and entertained as Gueffs; hee keeﬁs doors open,
fpreads a'Table for them, makes them. a bed, bids them wel-
come: Butinagodly man they erowd in, and finde no enter-
tiinment.

And as the Thoughts ave taken vp with Chrift, fothe Tongue.
Hee 1hinks, and hee fpeaks Chrift., When Chrift is in the heart, the
tongue will difcourfe and fpeak of him.  Whatever isin the hearr,
and the hieartis taken withall, thatamans difcour(e is moft taken
up withall. As Pfal, 37, 30, The mouth of the Righteous [peaketh
wifdomicy and his Tonguc talketh of Fudgemen:. Andwhy ¢ becanfe
the Law of his God 15 tu bis heart ver(, 35, So here on” che (amc
ground. Thy talk fhall bee of Chrift, of his beauties, his love,&c.
Becaufe Chrifl is in thy hearr, Whae the heare is taken withall,
the Tongue will difcourfc on.

1, And indeed wee cannot have a fuller Subject to difcourfe on.
Other Subjects they are empry {ubjeéts, quickly barren, Talk of
what you will, youwill bee quickly ac anend. The bottome of
other things are quickly founded. But Chriffis a full Subjeit.
(Whatever you fall upon, is fulnefsin Chril.) Aneverlalting
fpring, which affordeth frefh fupplies of macrer, New and uncon-

(Mz2) ceiveable
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ceiveable difvoveries do arile atreth to bee marter ofiupply toall
ecernity, _ . :
2. You cannot havea fivecter fubject. Chrift is All-fiveet : 4 Rofe
without prickles. A Rofe, fb)/‘{wrrmrfs: withowt prickles, for content,.
And nothing is fo but Chriff.  All the things of the world fince
the tall, have been Rofes befer with thorss.  Thoughthere bee ma-
ny fwectsin the World 5 yet they are not all-fweety they ave be-
{erwith thotns : crofies wich comforts, and affli¢tions with affe-
ctions. Chrifl is A ll-fect, and nothing but fweet. Tora pulchra,
as hee (aid of his Spoule.  Thouw art all-fair. Beauty without [por.
Sweet withow! prickles,  Heeisa Garden full of flowers, full of fivects.
You can light of none but you may lade your thighs, and go home
fatisfied, .
. You caonot have a move delightfull [ubjeit, Chrift is the
delight of all both in Heaven and Eareh.  Heels Gods delight, his
heart is taken with himy hee lies in bis bolome, And Ars Son, in
wham hee is wel pleafed, hee is thie delight of the Angcls, whofe de-
light it is to frudy Chrift, and defire tolearn and hear turther dif:
coverics of Chrift by his Church,as Peter hath it, 1 Pes. 1, 12,

4. You cannot have a more profitable fubject, A fubject which
in converfing upon, wee are transformed into his Glory, a Cor. 3,
18. into the glory of him, who is the [ubjet of the difcourfe,
Have you not been kindled with heavenly fire 2 have noc your
hearts burned in the converfes of him, as well asin the converles
withhim# Indeed wee cannot converfe of hun avight, but in
fome meafure wee converfe with him, :

Doth it not fometimes tetch up your fouls to glory, and leave
you in Heaven ? _

Do you not findeit profitable to quicken you< toraife youz
to comfort you ¢ to inflame you¢ tohumble you? to mele you 2
to transform you ¢

Doth not a difcourfe of his love quicken Jvou, when yon are
dead 2 comfort you, when you are dejected raile yon, when
falnz humble you, when proud ¢ inflame you, whencold ¢ In-
large you, when ftraitned, and pent wichin your felves?

ON'! That fuch worthlefs fubjects (hould fo often take up our
"Tongues and Thoughts ! And Chrift, (o full, {o fweet, (o delight-
Sutly 10 profitable a fubject , which fhall bee matter for our fouls dif-
courle toall Eternity, (hall bee thrown afide, as if not worth ta-
kingup !

You, whofe hearts are taken with Chriff, declare it to your
own comfort, and the good of others. In this let your thoughts
bee taken ap with him, let your difcourfes bee more of him fhew
your felves to love him, by thinking c/riff, (peaking Clriff, L-
ving Chrift more,

6. Sign,
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6. S{gﬁ.

An heare taken with Chriff, thirffs afeer communion with, and
neacer conjunction to Chriff, You know whatever your hearts
are taken withall, you defive, and thirft after communion, and con-
verfes withall, Soit is here betwixe Chrift and the foul. “Tive foul
taken with Chrijt Jongs to bee with him, and thirfts after commu-

nion with him,
1. In Grace here,
2. In Glory hereafter,

1. InGrace ;m' . Oh! How the foul once taken with Chrift
defires converfes with him, in prayer, in hearing, in meditation,
Ifa, 26. 8,9, The defire of onr foul is to t? name, and to the re-
membrance of thee, With my foul have 1defired thee in the night
yeawithmy [pirit within mee will 1 feek thee early. And this is the
Genins of a {oul takenw.th Chriff: that duty “doth not content
him, ifhec finde noc Chr#ft induty. If the end of a duty have left
him on chis fide cbr{{?, it hath lete him fo far fhort of comfort.

Others indeed, though they doaduty, yetas cheir hearts feck
not Chriffin the duty, fo their fouls canreft content without him,
when the duty is done: bat it is otherwife with a righe-born-
foul.

*Twas the fpeech of Bradford, that hee could never leave a du-
ty, till hee had found communion with (/rift in the duty : till hee
1ad brought his heart into a duty-frame, Hee could not leave con-
fefsion, till hee had found his heart touched, broken, and humbled
‘or fing nor Petition, till hee had tound his heart taken wich the -
oeauties of the things defired, and carried out after them: nor
:ould hee leave thank{giving, till hee had found his {piric inlarged,
wd his foul quickened in the return of praifes.

And it was the happine(s of Bernard, a Heaven upon Euth,
‘hat hee faith ofhimllelf, 1 newer went from thee, without thee,  Hee Nunguam abs
ound God in every duty: hee had communion with God in ¢- e e
rery prayers which indeed is tleaven on this ide Heaven. e tele

y prayers w extra Ceelum

Thus hee, whofe heare is taken with chriff) thirfts alter )
'ommunion with him, and no duty contents him, wherein hee
1th not found either his quickening, or his comforting-prefence :
ither communion with his Grace,or communion with his comfort,

2. As hee thirfts after communion with him here in Grace: fo
loth hee defire communion with bimin Glory, Tobeewiththe Loid, .
s the Apofile.

Whiles the foulis here, it fees the diftance ton great betwixe
*hriffand it, chat fhee cannot injoy chat fiveet communion with
im. As the Apoftle faich, Whiles wee are prefent isa the flefh, e
re abfent from the Lord, And therefore the foul breachs afeer him,

efires to bee with hiww, Cnpio diffolzz, fiith the Ape®tle, 7 defire
%
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to bee diffolved, and to bee with chiil.

The like of Daved, Plals 42, 1,20 As the Hart panteth after the
water-brooksy (o pantcth ny foul after thee, 0 God. Y foul thirsteth
or God, for the living God. When fhall 1 come and appear before
God ! Hee had tafted the fweetnels of Chraff, and did not fear the
bitcernets of death.

Hee had Lifein Paticnee; Death in Defires becaufe by death
hee thould bee carried to more Gveer and  intimate conjundion
with Chrifl, ;

It was the {pecch of Augufline, Lovd, 1will dyey that 1may in-
joy thee. I will ot lrve, but Twill dye, 1 defire vodye, that I may fee
Chrifty and refufe to ive, that 1 may live with Chrel.

And this difpofition you fee inthe Sponfe heve.  Her heart be-
ing takenwith Crifl, thee could not brook the diftance berwixe
Chriftand hery and thercforecryes outy, Cant, 8.3, Make hafle,
make bafte my beloved,

Though inone fenfe itistracy hee that belceves makes not hafte;
yet here hee that beleeves moft, and loves moft, makes moft
hatte,

The more the foul beleeves, and the more  the heare is taken
with Chrift, the greater are the defires tobee with him, '

Till Simeontad goteen Chrift into hisarmes, hee was unwilling
to dye: butafter hee had Chrift in his armes;  Lord, now letteft
thow thy forvant depart in peace s for my eyes have feen ihy falva-
tion.

Indeed here are but the Efpoufals between Chrift and the foul.
Some Broken-Rings, Contralfs, Efponfals, betwixt Chrift and us.
But then s the great Marriage-day, the Solemnization of onr Nupti-
als, to all erernity, '

Here wee do I{ehim but dimly and darkly, at the beft, and there
arc oftentimes clouds come in, and interpole themfelves, between
Clriffand us: but then wee fhall fec him fice ralfncr. and never
fhall there clond come between Chriff and us to all cternity, There
wee (hall fee him in his Glory, his full difcoverics,

Here wee injoy him but inpart.  The diftance is great betwixe
bim andus,  All which diftance doth arife trom chat within us,
Were it not for fin wee might bee in Glory, evenin Grace, But then
wee fhall injoy um in fulnefs.

Heawen is the place, which God hath intended to fet foreh him-
{clf to his People inhis Glory, toall erernity, Where theve thall bee
no fears, no fin, never fimoak of diftruftfull choughes fhall arife
more.  Where there fhall beeno forrow, no tears, All fighing
and fobbing fhall pafs away, and nothing but joy fhall keep the
houfe.

wee arc now the Sons of God. But it doth not yet appear what wee
Jhatl bees for wee fhall fec him as hee is,

7. Stgn,
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A heart t-.yk-;."u with Cortfl. thivks imsuhizy: toonnch va do, pothing
1.6 amech to fufjor for Chiifl, T -
You know 2eve caiiol bee pr:ﬁ'rf. Wee ﬁl_\.’, there isno d}fﬁm! -
ticin Love,  Uhings zmpofsible to others, are eafie 1o themy who
love,  And Cungs burthenfense so othexs, delightfusll o them who
love. Ifonce shy heare bee.caken with Chraff, thowwilt think po-
thing too muctutb do. norhing too machreo fuffer tor i, :
As Clyft thoughenothing toomuch tor us, becaute his heare
was takan with us; neicher " fhalt wee think any thing oo much
for Chrifl, . : - ) :
Wee read how prodigal the - Saints - have been of their Richs,

theiv Blaod, their Lives tor ¢ hriff, becaufe they loved him, ..,
1. They hawve not accountvd their iffates teo drar for bim, Hicbero,
34+ They took joyfully the [poiling of their goods. _ 0y
2e They bavesiot acconmsed their lives too dear, Rev.'12. 15
They loved not their lives to death [far bhim,. B
- If they muft dig ih Mmes,; or-be caft tobee devoured by . Wild-

seafts for ¢hrifl,. a5 1t was the nlual fentence of «Cluiftisns i
the primitive tines, they were willing to do and fufter it.

Scee this inthe Virginof whom gufil fpeaks, whowas condems
ned to death, becaufe thee would not worfhip Idols,

And thelike ofold Polycarpand otherys .0,

"This is certain ;- A foul vaken with Chedft knows o difticulty in
uslove, Itloves himwichan wwlimmkedys an. sncigemferibed love,
which no duty, no difichlsyqavpofeiy 1o, 0 - a0

, jv Sf:gﬂ. sl ' i :' :

A heart taken with Chrift is exceedingly cajt dows with 1he
withdrawings and abfence of Chrifl, -
ool

"The comftorts of the foul are laid up in €hrift: and when hee s
iggmc, allisgone, Comtorrgone, Joy gone, the Heart gone with
um. .
As At ephibofbeth Laidy Take all, now my Lord is come back : 1g the
foul fuch, Tuke al, take the World, itake Riches, ke Heaveny
and Glory, {o far as Heavenand thou are two - things. That my
Lord may return wich my foul, Datknefs is terrible to the lonl,
and this is thick darknels; and thevefore faith with abfolom, lec
mec (ee his face, mea non. profunt fine te, nothing befides thee,
can either fatisfie or proficmee, s

9. Sign

Chrifting sd
ienallaad fles
flias.
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1. Dirc&ion
tothem of the
Church.

1. Dire&lon *
tothem of the
Church,

109, Sign.

1 beart taken with €. me} i wlly content and [arisfied itk
the injoyments and poffe(sion of Chrift,

"I'he pofieflion of the thin beloved doth content the foul (b
far as chere is (atistaction and contentment with it, The reafon
why wee do not meet wick full contentments and  fatisfactions
here in the poficfion or our Jovesy is becaule chey wanc of ful-
nefs,

fBu: now it is not lowith €hriff. Hee is able to brim the foul,
to fatistie the (pire toanfiver all the defires of the heart; and
therefore the heart taken with him, needs muft reft facisfied and
contented with b,

Such a gult of deiire is in the (oul of men, that if God fhould
caft ina thoufand worlds, therc vculd bee no contentment, except
chrift bee caftin. - And Chriff is fo tud contentment, that it God
beftow him, they will ncichier need nor defire any more.

And thus much {21l ferve for the ule ot tryal, wee will now
come to an ufe of Exhertation, aud conclude chis,

Ufe of Exhortation.

1. Tothemof his Church
2. Tothem who are not :2‘ the Church,
1, Tothem of bis Church. .

Is it fo thac the heart of Chrift is fo much taken with his Church
and People ¢ -

1. Walk fustablyto this leve, Dignities, and fuitable walkings
to dignities muft go together,

Now this {uitable walking wee will exprefs in thefe five things,

1. Walk chearfully. 2. Walk thanktully, 3. Walk humbly.
4. Walk watchfully. 5. Walk obediently.

1. Walk chearfully, Walk as Heirs of fucha Mercy, Hereis
a truth fpeaks comfort, when all the world fpeaks nothing bu cer-
rour.

2, Beware :}f abufing this love, Precious things are committed
to us by aword of Cantion. This isa precious Truth; and there-
fore let mee adde to it this word of Cantion. Beware of abufing this
Love of Chrift,

Chrifts Love are his bowels, and hee will never indare to have
his bowels injured, his love abufed. You know a man will not
have his Love injured; the abufe of his power, of his wifdome,
greatncfs, dotl not touch aman fonearly, as the abufe of his
Love. ‘Thisis an injury men cannot indure,

So to fpeak after the manner of meny Christ can leaft indure

his
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Jus Love thould bee abuted, There is noabufe like e, Theretore
heware ot i,

Now this Love of Chnft is injured thefe wayes, and beware

1. Whenwee flight the tmreatics, vejelt the tenders, caft afide the
offers and befecches of his Love,

When love floops to you, when the mercy and goodnefs of
Chryt doth as it were, come on its knees to you, and mtrears you
to do this, or not to do that,

And yet you will ftop your ears, pull back your (houlder, flighe
the maeaties, Thisis anabufe.

2. When the Love of Chrift doth flacken onr hearts to duty 5 loofen
onr ingagementsy makes us more remtfs to or in fervice, This is to a-
bafe lus Love. _

Wee thould reafon from Merey to Duty, and not from Mercyto
Liberty, Abundance of Grace calls in tor abundance of Daty.

The Love of Chrift fhonld conftrain sy as the Apoltle, 2 Cor. 5.

Thisfhould make us live more humbly, moreactively, more
ftudious to pleale, more diligent toobey, more carefull to ferve
him.

This fhould make us live ac higher rates for Heaven, more (pi-
ritwal, more heavenly minded. Icis a cordler down from Hea-
ven, toferch our fouls up thither,

And doth this caufe us to bee more remifs,more carelefs ¢ Doth
this, which fhould guicken, flacken our hand to duty ¢ 0b bafe un-
grareful neglett of Love !

Y. when wee take heart to fin thereby, Grow more loofe, carelefs,
This is an high abufe of this Love.

Becaule Godis Good, wilt thou bev Ewil 2 becaufe hee is Merci-
fuly wilt thou bee finful 2 becaufc heeis Gracions, wilt thou bee
ampions ¢ What tearful abufe of Love is chis ! This is to wound
Chrift 1n the houfe of bis friends.

" Toreturn good for good, is but Humane.

Toreturn cvil for good, is Wicked.

Torcsurn goed for cvilyis Chriffian-like. But

Toretwrn evil forgood, andihe greareff evil for thegreateft good,
Sin for Loves this is devilifb,

Were you his enemies, hee knew how to deal with you; hee
could revenge himfelf, and the abules of his love uponyou: but
you are his friends, and thofe bowels which you wrong, are ftirred
m him,, when hee goes about to punifh you. 0b Ephraim' How
Jball 1 givethee up § how fhall 1 delever thee, Ifrael ! my bowels are
turned within mee.  Myrepentings are kindled together, Hol. 11. 8.

The greatne(s of God prevails with wicked men. thar awes them
often, chat they dare not fin aganfthim.  But the goodnefs of God,
this thould prevail with us, There is merey with thees therefore
thow art to bee feared,

[tis (ec down as the Prinesple in fuch, with whom the hearf;

(N) 0
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ot Chreftis taken, Hof. 3. wlt. 1hey (hall fear the Lord, and!ﬂ«uguu.f.
nefs, inthelater dayes .

None bue venimous (pwits will fuck porfon from fuch a fivecr, a5
thience to draw incowagements to fin, from that which is gl
great mcouragement to fervice,

‘The Love of Chriit had lo prevailed with Chyfoflome, tha hee
uled to lay, Ego fic cenfio, fic afsiduc predicabo,

And Anfelme. That it on theone hand  hee thould lee fin, and
on the ather, the rorments of Hell = hee had rathey chufe 1o fall ino
Helly than fall hito fin.

4. When wee flagger and dosbr, give way to mifgiving choughis
of Chrifis Loves and unbeleevings of our own hearts: wee abufe
this Love.

What is it poffible that { hrift (hould do or (uffer more than hee
hath done and {uftered to perfwade your heares of his Lover

1 ¢hrsft hould ask the queftion of you, who doubt moft of his
Love,  wha fhall 1 zfum,mfra'r‘r yony f:')’.f.‘p!t‘.f Yl ﬁ'{fkjf}' Jowr J!j;m’;
Jorcwer, in this, that 1 lyve you ¢ could you rationally " defire more
than what hee hath expreffed in his words, and to your heart, and

R it notwithftanding all bee in vain;may hee not jultly {ay as David o
Nabal. Surely invain have 1 done all this, when this all commet
to nothing, .
o Dhediien 3. Bee mnch in the contemplation of this Love of Chiift.  Dwell
on this, This Love of Chraft will beg matter of ctornal pernfal in

to thum of the M ; /
Clurch, Heaven,  Wee thall do noching but read over this Love, Oh!

lec usnot bee firangers to itnow.
View it in the
1. Fulnefs,
2. Freenefs.
3. Beunty.
4. Perpetuity thereo_f s

1. Mealure ic in the Frlnefs of it. Itisa Love which reacheth

to every neceffity.

A love able to make you holy,and able to make you happy. Thou
art under guilcand finy thou art terrified by the one, and athamed
and confounded bccaule fo loachtomely defiled by the other,Why

Itisa pardoning; a purging, a fanéuitying Love; itis a Love as

large as himfelf, though the perfon s beloved bee finice,

2. Read it over in the Freenefs of it.

1. Itwas an wndeferved,
2. It wasan wnfonght-for Love,

1. 1t was an undeforved Love, Wee may provoke him to anger,
fuat Tews, butwee cannot tempe him to love.  The former doch arife from
?r}uziiuu\r{ our fins, the latzer from himfelf.

ec haber, . 4 Fm s ; ; . "
His chufing, juftifying, adopting, {aving love, all are free.
2. Te was an wnfonght-for Leve. Never a prayer put up for
ite 1.am found of themthat fought mee nor, 12, 65. 1. :
3. Read
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3. Read it ovetin the Bownty and Exprefsions ofit;

1. What heedid.

2. What hec [uffered.

34 What hee hath given to his Church,

4+ Look uponit, inthe Perpetnity, Permanency, and cor-
tinudnce thereof, Love which reaches from Eternity to Eterni-
;ﬂ. Yrom Eternal chufing, to Eternal glorifying. An unchangeable

ove,

Letus thenperufe this Love. Read it over inallthe Dimen-
fions. Dwell upon the thoughts of it till your. heares bee

Humbled, melied, inabled, in-nobled, winned, quickencd, com-
forted, &re.

The Thoughts of chis Love are

3. Soul-humbling Thoughis, Nothing layes the foul lower than
Love. The confideration of this will vile a man o Hell, Ezet.
36. 25,10 33. where you may read fome ecpreflions of love, how
it affects. g ° '

Thele would bee . - : .

2z, Soul-melting Thoughts, They will not only humble, but
aiclrs not only break, but diffolve the hearr. Nothing doth mele
the foul more than Love. T

The Law may break us; but it is as the breaking of 2 flint; every
duft retains hardnels: butit is the Gofpel that meleéch us.

The thoughts of Geds Fustice do ftone the heare; make it more
hard : but the thoughes of Geds Meresrdo mele che heare,

You know you never mourn tndect, till ‘Zove, till Mercy do
mele you,  Every drop of tears fticks 1iRear hailftone; andcon-
gealsinthe eyes: butwhen Love comes in, then all the- fprings
are opened, and 2 man is diffolved into waters. -~ -

So much apprehenfions of this Love of chriff: fo much godly
forrow. They are like the Fountain and the Stream, whereof the
one doth rife no higher than the other, S '

The thoughts of this Love have ¥ e

3. A Sonl-1nabling Power, Trwill not only ingage us to fervices
(as the Apoftle. The Loveof Chrift conftrains mee. ) But icwill inabie
us to fervices make us pray, and pray with aftetions; pray with
lite; make us hear, and hear with {trength, This puts us upon
work, and puts lite, vertue and vigor into our aétiors,

No actions ftronger than thofe that come from Love: Things
incredible and impoffible to others, are yetealy to them who
love. : i & '

See what the Saints have gone through, what théy have donc,

whae they have fuffered. Letbur the thoughts of this Jove lye on

your {pirits a lictle, and you will finde that Love is ftrong as death,
Caint, 8, 6. and will mightily carry us throngh that, which other-
wile may feem impoffible, oo '
They will bee 4 o co
(N 2y - = @ 4+ Sonl-
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4. Soul-innobling thoughts. They will make you like themfelves,
Whatever the loul feeds on, the foul is digefted into the nature of
it, So herc, feed on the thoughes of this fove, :md. your {pirie will
bee digefted into it. Whileswee bekold asin a glafs the glory of the
Lordy wee are changed into the [ime Image, from Glory to Glory, cven
as by the Spirit of the Lord, 2 Cor. 3. 18.

In nacure the meatis digefted inco the nature of the cater. Here
the eater is turned into the nature of the meac. The comemplation
of bis €lory makes you glorious.

They will bee ¢

So Soul-winning Thoughts. - Love you know is of an artrative
matwre,  'Nothing wins more than Love, Loveis the Loadffone to
draw Love again, _

As the Sunfhiningupona Glaffe  begers a reflection of the
beams back again : {0 the love of God fhed abroad in our hearts,
begets a refledtion of love back again toward God. You fce M-
rye Much was forgrven hery fhee had tafted of muchlove trom God
and fhee returned muchloveagain o bim, Shee loved much,

The Power of God doth fhake che hear:

"' The Majefty of God dothdread the heart :

The Juftice of God dothuwe the heart: :

Bucit jsthe Mercy of God, the Love of God, which doth perfivade,
win, and diaw the heart, . Nothing wins a mans heart to God but
his Love, -

.. The fear of God, dr(é';i&‘bf,God, may bring a mans feer inco his

wayes ¢ buitis the Zowe ¢f God, which brings his Heart into his
wayes, '
They are _

6. Soul-quickening. 7. Sonl-comforting thoughts.

Ohthen ! thacwee were but wife toimprove this Dorin, this
truth, to the good of our fouls ! ' '

1 tell thee Chriftian, if thou wouldeft give this truth buc {cope
in thy heare, itwould help thee, and relieve chee ofall the bur-
dens under which thou groaneft,

1, Doft thou labour under s proud heart 2 this would humble
thee,

2. Doft thoy labour under a dejeéted heays ¢ this would raife chee,

3+ Under a dark heart 2 this would comfort, revive thee, |

4. Under adead hears 2 this would quicken thee, and pucthe
Spirit of Heaveninto thee, whiles thou are on carth,

S. Under an bard heart 2 this would break thee, Nay thiswould
melt thee, diffolve thee into waters,

Ifay, the more thou gets up (with E/jah) into this Chariot of
love, the more would the mantle of }in and corruption depare
from thee,

6. Under aworldly heart < This would dead thy heart for ever
o the World, and fet thee all on flame with the fire of heavenly
affections, I am
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1am confident of it5 whatevera Chriftian defives to injoy 5
whatever a Chriftian defires tobee rid of, it hee can but dwell up-
on this truch, and bee able to manage it - Heefhall have it more
fully, hee fhall have it more quickly thanany other way.

Wouldeft thou bee rid of a proud heart 2 wouldeff thou have
an humble hearc ¢ wouldeft bee rid of a dead heart, and defirefta
quick hearr ¢ wouldeft bee rid of anhard heart, and have a bro-
ken heare ¢ wouldeft bee rid of an unbeleeving, of a doubting, of
adejected heart, and wouldeft bee mighty in Faith, full of com-
fortz Why, do butlet thy foul bee curried captive with this
Truth: bee butcontent this Truth thonld mafter thee; bee buc
willing to enterrain it, beleeve ir, imbrace it. I am confident on
it, all this will bee done. Tmay fet down a probatum ¢ff, 10its Oh !
That wee were wife to manage this Truth !

There ase many look upon thisbut as a pleafant dream, a (ki
mera, a filtion,

And fome beleeve it; buc flightly; there wants depth of
earth, '

And fome there are {poor fouls!) to whom the comfort of
this truth belongs, who thivk 2hss ss too good news for them, They
think, ‘if they fhould own e, it would bee but "1 grear 4 fale- {ar
100 fmall a Boaty rather overturn them, than do them good; rather
ruine them, than help them, And therefore they muft feed upon
Dblack chouglhts, upon Hell, upon juftice; upon fin; upon their
corruptions, o '

Ah! Poor fouls ! Satan deludes you; you take away toundo
your felves, Either todifconrage you, to l%ly there is no hope; or
-elte to break yon, thar you fhall never bee able to do God
fervice,

Look as long as you will into Hell: pry as long as you will into
the dark vaults of your fouls.: rake aslong as you will into the
kennel of your hearts.  You fhall finde nothing tn Hell, but -Hell,
inyour heares but fin; and having found it, run trow -him.

That man looks too much on fin, who fhuteeth his eyes froma
mutual interview of love between God and his foul:

And hither you muft come at lalts Free-Grace mnft bee owned,
Free-Mere m;ﬂizcr acknowledged, and advanced by yous if ever yon
would bee dw 3 if ever F:m would bee comforted,

You m..y think what you willy but fure T am,

1. Thereare ne Chriftians more chearfull.

2. Nowe ave more thankfull, '

3. Nont arc more humble,

4. None are more beleeving.

5. Nowneare more acfive.

6. None are more conragionse .

7. Noncwmore [erviceable and ufefull toward God and men,
show they, who lye continually at the breait of the promife 5 than fhe;‘ ,

whe
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4. Dirction
to them of the
Church.
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-
who ,['zt up Gods Frec-Graces and own that good which God makes out
to Lhemis

T'hou mayeft beea Chiftian; but thou wile bee a fad Chuifti-
an, an uncomfortable Chrittian, a dark Chriftian, a deferted Chri-
ftian,a dead Chriftian,an uﬂﬁ'rfwcmb_k Chriftian : if thou deft go on
to feed upon black thoughts; and wilt not own that comfort which
Chift tenderss imbrace _that good which Christ (peaks, and be-
leeve the Riches f bis Grace and Mercy 1o posr finners.

Do but fit down, and from the fight and {enfe of thine own un-
worthinefs, take but occafion to advance Free- Grace and Mercy.
Let there bee place tor that tocome in, Let thofe thoughts finde
encertainment, And thou fhalt quickly finde a ftrange change in
thy fpine, .

1. Thou, who couldeft not mourn betore, fhall now bee able
to poure our teas, as if thou wert all turned to water,

2. Thou, who before couldeft not beleeve, couldeft not bee
comforted, wilt even think it 2 wonder, that ever thy heare fhould
bec fo dark, fo doubtful.

3. Thou, who before waft dead, fhale now finde a fpirit of life
come into thee, and make thee activein the work of the Lord.

Make but the Experiment, and thouwile converfe more with
the promife, with the Love of Chrift, with the Tirce- Grace of God,
whiles thou liveft; if you would but remove your wnbelief.

But who fhall remove this ftone 2 God alone muft doit. But
if this were done, this truth would let ina flood of mercy upon
yous and even fink and over-whelm you ina Sca of mercy and
glory; where now yougo drooping, and hang down your heads,
becaufe you will not own chat portion, which Chrift hath lett you;
Hor that comfort which CArift doth tender and {peak to you.

4. Diretiontothem of the Church.

4 Labowr for a rrcipram’l nﬂl’ﬂiqﬁ, a mutual taking between
Chrift and us. Is Chrifls heart taken with youz Oh ! et your hearts
bee takenwith him, Doth Chriff love you: Oh! doyou love
chrff. Areyou dear ¢ areyou precious to him ¢ let him bee
dear and precious to you.

Whatever God doth to the foul, it makes animpreffion in the
{oul of the fame to God.  Heeloves us, and thereupon wee love
tum, fohis heart is taken with us, thereuponour hearts are taken
with him.  You fee here the mastual Indeeyments bewixsChift and
bis Church, Cant. 5. 16.

pauls heart was fo much taken wich chriff, that hee was ever
in his thoughts, ever upon his tongue. Flee names him fixceen, of
(eventeen leveral times in one chapter, 1 Cory 1. T 35 Chry[ojiome
NOtES,

Ppeter did but lera word of Cén‘E fall,and it is @ deor to open 10
further difcourfe of him, Heeta es occafion upon the naming of

him,
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him, to enter into dicourfe concerning him. Asyou fee, 1 rer,
1.7, 8. Sogreatly were cheir hearts caken with Chrift, that they
could think nothing but Chriff, fpeak nothingbue Chriff. No
fentence compleat, wherein Chriff was not pare of ic,

Hee was the one of their efteems; the one ot their affections; the
one of their defives; rheone of their delights. And (o ought hee
to bee of ours,

Ger your hearts taken with Chrig, this will make you Chriffians
indeeds chis will make you humble, aétive, chearful Chriftiuns.

An heart taken with Chrifl is Heavenon this fide Heaven,  An
Heaven on Earthe Glory in Clay.

Icis the Paradife, where Chriff delights to walk:

Ttis the HMonfe, where Chriff delightsto dwell.

Icis the Throne, where Chriff fits in his glory.

[tis the Habitation of the bleffed Spirit,

I isthe Delight of all the blefied Trinity. i

An heart taken with Chriffis the humble foul indecd, is the
a€tive foul, the lving foul, which breathes forth nothing but lpve
ad defire after Chrft., y

It is an heare dead to the world; for the Would cannever (pke
that heart which once is taken with Chrift. All is empty 10 him,
whom fulnefs fills, Allis M‘“’"”T where Beamty. fines. . ..

Oh! thengerbutan heart taken with him, and chou livefta
L? ?“ Glory, anda Life of Grace. Thisis the Porchaf Glory, the

fuburbs

of Heaven. )
I told you before, there were four fpeciall times in which the

heart was taken with tChriff, T mighe adde a fifch, whi¢h Thope is
our times, -- When Chrifl goes forth in bis glory, for the redemption
and deliverance of his Churchy and punifiment of bis enemies : Then
is the heart taken with him,
1. Takenwith his Wifdeme,
2. With his Juflice.
3. Wathhis Power,
4. With his Atercy and goodnefs, Which are the vifble
atributes Chrift doth munifeft inthe deliverance  of his Church,
You lee this, Ifa, 25.9. when God went forthin his Glory, to
deliver his Church, the Saints were taken with him, even to ad-
miration, and {peak glorying. Loe, This is onr God, wee havewasted
for bim, and hee will fuve ns,  This is the Lords wee have waited,
andwill bee glad in bis [u’wnm. ;
* Here was a Trinmphant [ong of the Church, This i our God; This
who appears {o glotious, fo tull of Majefty. This, This is our Gud,
not yours. And good reafon, _
1. Chriff never appears in his Glory to his Church; buc hee
makes his Church glorions.
You fee, when God delivered his Church from Babylon, hee
did appear inhis Glory, Pfal.xoz, 16, When the Lord [hall build
up
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up Lion, hee fhall appear in his glory.

And you lee, as hee appeared in his Glory, fo hee made the
Church glortors, la. 54. 11,12, 13. ({fpeaking of the fame time, )
Bebold 1 will Lay thy foncs with fm'r colowrs, and lay thy foundations
with Saphires. I Wil make thy windows of dAgates, andthy gatesof
Carbancles, and all thy borders of pleafant flones.

2. Chreft now comes in, with the Performance of Promifes; and
needs then muft he be ¢lorions,and the Church be taken with him,

If Chrift were fo gloiious, when hee made thofe promifes:
what is hee,when hee comes in 1o make good thofe Promifes? Clyiff
hath referved abundance of his wifible” Glory 10 bee “feen by ks
Churchy now at the end of the World,

Our Fore-Fathers have feen him but an obfesred Chrift, a perfe-
cuted and kept-dewn Chriff.  Though glorions, yet humble-glory.
But it will not bee loug before the Church fee him in his Gler i
when hee comes to deferoy that man of fin with the brightnefs of his
comming.

Ble!fgd bee God forwhat our eyes fee. Let us follow him with
admiration with the Church. This i5 our God; follow wich fpiricual
triumph. This is oar God. Andlet our hearts bee taken wich hi
goings forthy who is {et forth in his glary now 0 redeem, and ¢ de-
liwer bis Church and People,

e




